OPERATIONS ON THE ATLANTIC COAST,

JANUARY 1 TO MAY 13, 1861,

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relicve Fort Swumter, S. C.
[Telegram.]
Confidential.] NAVY DEPARIMENT, December 31, 1860,
Fill up Brooklyn with provisions, water, and coal. Answer if under-
stood, A
I. Toucry,
Secretary of the Navy.
(Jommodore CrArLES S. McCAULEY,
Commandant Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va.

[Telegram.»}
NORFOLXK, January 2, 1861,
Six thousand and sixty-five [understood].
C. S. McCAvLzy,
Commandant.
Hon. Isaac ToucEy
Secretary o/ the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Confidential,] NAvVY DEPARTMENT, January 3, 1861.

Give Brooklyn her full complement of ordnance and ordnance. stores
and send her to Hampton Roads to await future orders of Department.
Answer if understood.

I. Toucry,
Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore CHARLES S. MOCAULEY,
Commandant N(wz/ Yard, Norfolk, Va.

[Telegram.*}

(Received at Washington January 4, 1861, from Norfolk.)
Six thousand and sixty-five [understood]. .
C. S. McCAULEY
Commandant,
Hon, IsAAc ToUCEY,
Secretary of the Navy.

*Telographic cipher code, 919
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oaptam Barron, U, 8. Navy, transmitting orders for
Captain Walker, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8. Brooklyn, to proceed to Charleston, 8, C.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 7, 1861,

Sr: Herewith you will receive a confidential dlspatvh for Captain
W. 8. Walker, commanding U. 8. S. Brooklyn,now at Hampton Roads,
with which you will proceed immediately to Old Point Comfort and
deliver to that officer, After having done this you will return to
Washington and report yourself to the Department.

I am, respectfully..your obedient servant,
1. ToucEy.

Japtain SAMUEL BARRON, U. S, Navy,

Washington, 1. C. -

(¥Enelosure.]

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 7, 1861,

Sir: On the bth instant a detachment of troops was ordered to be
sent by the steamer Star of the West from Governor’s Island;-N, Y., to
reenforce Iort Sumter. A telegram was sent from tlie Iilondmmrters
of the Army at Washington the same day countermanding that order
and dirceting them to proceed to Old Point Comfort. This was not,
however, received before their departure from New York for Iort
Sumter,

Immediately upon the receipt of this you will p1oceed with the Brook-
lyn with all speed to the bar oft Charleston Harbor, and if the reenforce-
ment shall not have landed at Tort Sumter, deliver the accompanying
letter to the commanding officer of the detachment, and render such
aid and assistance as may be required by the Star of the West.

After doing this, or if the troops on your arrival have landed, you
will return immediately to IHampton Roads.

It is not considered e\])edlent that you should attempt to cross the
bar with the Brooklyn.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. ToucEy.

Captain W, S, WALKER,

Commanding U, S. 8. Brooklyn, Hampton Roads, Va.

[Subenclosure.]

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, Janvary 7, 1861,

SIR: This communication is sent through the commander of the U, S.
steam sloop of war Brooklyn.

His mission is twofold: First, to afford aid and succor in case your
ship be shattered or injured; second to convey this order of recall for
your detachment in case it can not land at Fort Sumter, to proceed to
Fort Monroe, Hampton Roads, and there await further orders.

In case of your return to Hampton Roads send a telegraphic message
here at once from Norfolk,

Yours, very respectfully,
W. Scorr.

COMMANDING OFFICER DETACHMENT U, 8, ARMY,

On board Steamship Star of the West,
Supposed to be near Char lcston, 8. O,

P. S.—On arrival at Fort Monroe land your troops and discharge

the ship.
W. SCOTT.
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Report of commandant navy yard, Norfolk, of the departure of U, 8. 8, Brooklyn.

COMMANDANTS OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Gosport [ijoll‘], January 9, 1861,

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the U. S, S, ]}rool.lyn left
this yard to-day at 11 o’clock a. m.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. 8. MocOAULEY,
Commandant,
Ho". IsAAc TOUCEY,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

Report of Captain Walker, U. 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Brooklyn, of the return of that
vessel to Hampton Roads without entering Charleston Harbor, Bouth Carolina,

U. 8. STEAM SLoOP BROOKLYN,
Hampton Roads, January 15, 1861,

Sir: In obedience to your order of the Tth mstfmt received on the
9th, wo left Norfolk at 11:20 a. m, of that day, and arrived off Charleston
Harbor on the morning of the 12thinstant. At9:30 a.m. (12th) we spoke
the schooner Fdith,of Harwich, Mass., from Charleston, bound to New
York. She reported that the steamer Star of the West had attempted
to enter the harbor on the 10th instant, but being fired into she put to
sea again; also that five vessels were sunk the day before our arrival
to obstruct the passages over the bar to the harbor; that the Charles-
ton lights were put out; that pilots are forbidden from going on board
armed vessels, and that batteries were planted all along the shore,

Considering thig information reliable, and not deeming it necessary
to send over the bar a boat, which might have invited a shot from the
numerous batteries that lmed the shores, we put about for this port,
which we reached on Monday evening, the 14th instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. S, WALKER,
Captain,
Hon. IsAAc ToUoERY,
Secretary of the Nuvy.

Letter from Elias H, Derby, esq., of Boston, to the Secretary of the Navy, suggesting means
for the relief of Fort Sumter,

46 COURT STREET,
Boston, Mass., January 16, 1561.

SIR: Although T have not the honor of your personal acquaintance,
I venture to make a suggestion which will, I beliove, if adopted, pro-
teet the gallant Anderson and the honor of our country without the
effusion of blood, all objects most 1mp01‘t"mt to the nation,

The idea is derlvul from actual experiments upon mail-clad steamers
abroad, which have led to the zonstruction of such vessels for the navies
of Tfr: mce and England, and can easily be put in execution.

My plan is to purchase at once in New York a common propeller of
400 tons burden from those used for the conveyance of heavy freight,
and drawing when laden 8 or 10 feet of water. T would then protect
her from end to end by a coat of mail composed of two sheets of boiler
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iron of five-eighths of an inch in thickness and the sheets 3 inches apart,
reaching from the deck downward on each side to a depth of 3 feet
below the water level, or to an entire depth of & feet from the deck.
She would then be impervious to balls fired from 32-pounders at & dis-
tance of & quarter of a mile, and passing, as she might, the batteries
of TFort Moultriec and Morris Island at a distance of more than half a
mile, could pass them in perfect safety, The coating of iron proposed
would weigh less than 100 tons, and the steamer laden with 200 troops
and stores for six months-could deliver her cargo under the walls of
Fort Sumter uninjured. Such & propeller can, I doubt not, be pur-
chased in New York for less than $30,000, could be armed with ten or
twelve cannon, and by working relays of men night and day could, by
the energy of New York mechanics, be coated with iron at a cost of
$30,000 more, and sent to sea in less than three weeks, and, having ¢
light draft of water, could enter the harbor of Charleston without
regard to removal of buoys and light-houses. She could also go to the
entrance of the port under the convoy of the Brooklyn, sloop of war,
Being low in the water, it would be very difficult to hit her with a
Paixhans gun from Fort Moultrie, and it hit from a distance would
doubtless resist the shock. When I say that this ironclad steamer
would be impervious to common balls I do not speak without book,
and would refer you to an able article on ironclad ships of war in the
last December number of Blackwood’s Magazine. - By referring to the
note at the foot of page 645, New York edition, you will sec it stuted
that by actual experiment sixteen balls out of seventeen fired from
32-pounders at a distance of 450 yards at butts of sheet iron of but five-
eighths of an inch in thickness were shivered into a cloud of langrage
by passing through a single sheet of iron. The inference from this fact
is irresistible—that a second sheet would have stopped the fragments;
a fortiori two sheets and the ship’s side in addition must be impervious
to balls fired at more than double the distance from the batteries at
Charleston. .

You undoubtedly noticed that one of the balls fired at the Star of the
West actually recoiled from the plank of the ship’s side. Although
unknown to you, I have the honor to know nearly all the Senators and
Representatives from this State, with Judge Collamer, of Vermont, Mr.
Fessenden, of Maine, and have corresponded with General Dix, of the
Cabinet, and write with the more boldness as I have for many years
been in the direction of railways and steamers,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
ErLiAs HASKET DERBY,

Late Director of Western, Fitchburg, and Old Colony Railroads

and Boston and Bangor Steamboat Company.

Hon. TsAAc Tovuory,

Seeretary of the Navy.

P, S.—As an additional precaution, not involving any delay or very
serious expense, I would suggest that the iron plates might be sepa-
rated by coils of half-inch boiler iron in sheets 20 inches long by 2 or 3
inches wide, wound around each bolt, and that the bolts be placed at
distances of 6 inches apart, have a washer of 4 inches square around
them and the interstices filled by water cement or other cheap material.
I am satisfied that this addition would nearly treble the strength of the
armor and make it impervious to balls from Paixhans guns at the dis-
tance of half a mile, but would add to the weight. I entertain little
doubt from the result of English experiments that we shall soon protect
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the granite walls of our forts by coats of iron mail that will not splinter,
Large quphtities of boiler iron are usually on hand in New York, and
are punchied by mechanism, ,

I take the liberty to address this letter in triplicate to his Iixcellency
the President, Secretary Toucey, and General Scott, as the suggestion
may present itself’ ditterently to different minds, and is doubtless sus-
ceptible of improvement, The Government alone can carrylllt i);{ut..

I 3. H. J).J

Letter from G. V. Fox, esq., to Lieutenant-General Scott, U. 5. Army, transmitting written
proposition regarding relief of Fort Sumter.

[ WASHINGTON, D. C.,] February 8, 1861,

Sir: The proposition which I had the honor to submit to you fully
in person is herewith presented in writing. Lieutenant Hall and myself
have had several free conferences, and it he is permitted by the South
Carolina authorities to reenter Fort Sumter Major Anderson will com-
preliend the plan for his relief. I consider myself very fortunate in
having proposed a project which meets the approval of the General in
Chiefy and I ask no reward but the entire conduct of the part, exclu-
sive of the armed vessels. The commander of these should be ordered
to cooperate with me by affording protection and destroying their naval
preparations near the bar, leaving to me, as the author of the plan, the
actual operations of relief. I suggest that the Pawnee be immediately
sent to the Delaware Breakwater to await orders, the Harriet Lane to
he ready for sea, and some arrangement entered into by whieh the
requisite steamer and tugs should be engaged, at least so far as not to
excite suspicion, I should prefer one of the Colling steamers, They
are now being prepared for sea, and are of such a size and power as to
be able fearlessly to run down any vessels which might attempt to cap-
ture us outside by coup de main. I could quietly engage one-and have
her ready to start on twenty-four hours’ notice, without exciting suspi-
cion. I shall leave for New York at 3 p. m.,, and any communication
previous will find me at Judge Blair’s, If the Pawned’s pivot gun is
landed it should certainly be remounted.

Very respectfully, ete., ]
G. V. IYox.

Licutenant-General WINFIELD Scort, U, S. Army,

[ Washington, D. C.|

[Enclosure.)

S1. GERMAIN HOTEL,
New York, February 6, 1861.

Since the repulse of the steamer Star of the West at Charleston it
may be assumed that all the channels over the bar are obstructed; but
as the bar is more than 4 milesin length the spaces between these chan-
nels are too extensive to be closed; therefore at high water and smooth
sea the harbor is perfectly accessible to vessels drawing, say, 7 feet of
water, The United States have no steamers of this draft. The skill-
ful officers at Charleston, aware of this fact, will conclude that relief
must go in at high water in boats or light-draft steamers, incapable of
bearing a very oftensive armament. They will be perfectly prepared
for such attempts by arming and heavily manning all the steamers they
possess, at the critical moment will throw themselves alongside of the
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relief vessels, and just jeopardize the movement by the very detention
of the conflict. Mo elude their vigilance or attempt a stratagem, how-
ever ingenious, I consider too liable to failure. 1 propose to put the
troops on board of a large, comfortable sea steamer and hire two pow-
erful light-draft New York tugboats, having the necessary stores on
board; these to be convoyed by the U, 8. 8. Pawnee, now at Philadel-
phia, and the revenue cutter fHarriet Lane, (The Pawnee is the only
available steam vessel of war north of the Gulf ot Mexico, draws 12
feet of water, and has seven heavy guns,  As o steamer she seems to
be a failure, but may be got ready for this emergeney; at least, sheis,
unfortunately our only resource.) The Harriet Lane 1 understand to
be an excellent and efficient vessel, but either of these steamers alone
may be liable to capture by an overwhelming force. : ;

Arriving oft’ the bar, I propose to examine by day the naval prepa-
ations and obstructions, It their vessels determine to oppose our
entrance (and a feint or flag of truce would ascertain this) the armed
ships must approach the bar and destroy or drive them on shore.
Major Anderson would do the same upon any vessel within the range
of' his guns, and would also prevent any naval succor being sent down
from the city. Having dispersed this force, the only obstacles are the
forts on Cumming’s Point and Fort Moultrie, and whatever adjacent
batteries they may have erected distant on either hand from mid-channel
about three-quarters of a mile. At night, two hours before high water,
with half the force on board of each tug within relieving distance of
cach other, I should run in to Fort Sumter.,

[G. V. Fox.]

Letter from G. V. Fox, esq., to Hon. Montgomery Blair, regarding proposed plan for relief of
Fort Sumter,

NEW YoRrK, February 23, 1861.

My DEAR BLAIR: Mr, Blunt received a telegram from General
Scott a few days since which he thought indicated an adjournment ot
my plan; but I put the construction upon it that another was substi-
tuted for mine, and 1 feel certain it must be ¢ boats,” To corroborate
this the New York Times, of February 21, says: © Government has
determined to relieve Fort Sumter by boats at night.” I consider this
plan possible, and the alternative of mine, but inferior at every step.
The distance from Fort Sumter to outside is 5 miles—an howr’s pull.
Trom this point the open occan, winter season, and at night, say 200
men (requiring for six months 546 barrels of provisions) are to be put
into boats and rowed over a very dangerous bar, and subjected for half
an hour to a fire of grape from sixty gnus, Besides, it a single tug
(they have four) eludes Major Anderson’s vigilance she would run in
amongst these boats with perfect impunity to herself and utter destruc-
tion to them. T have made two cruises on the coast of Africa, where
the passing of bars by boats, unless very light aml in broad daylight,
was considered the most dangerous duty we were subjected to, fatal
accidents being common in the smoothest weather, Moreover, this plan
has been spoken of publicly in connection with the U. S. ship Brookiyn,
and from this fact is probably made a special study by the Charlestonians.

I simply propose three tugs, convoyed by light draft men-of-war.
These tugs are seaboats, 6 feet draft, speed 14 knots, The boilers are
below, with 34 feet space on each side, to be filled with coal. The
machinery comes up between the wheclhouses, with a gangway on
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either hand of b to 6 feet, enabling us to pack the machinery with two
or three thicknesses of bales of cotton or hay. This renders the vilner-
able parts of the steamer proof against grape and fragments of shells,
but the momentum of a solid shot would probably move the whole
mass and disable the engine. The men are below, entirely protected
from grape; provisions on deck. The first tug to lead in empty, to
open their fire. The other two to follow, with the force divided and
towing the large iron boats of the Baltic, which would hold the whole
force should every tug be disabled, and empty they would not impede
the tugs.  When such men as George W. Blunt, Charles H. Marshall,
and Russell Sturgis, all seamen, give my plan the preference it must
have merit, At Kinburn, in the Black Sea, eight gunboats passed in
the night forts mounting eight guns; only one boat hit., The next day,
in broad daylight, the Cracker (English) came out under their deliber-
ate fire distance 900 yards. The Viadimar (Russian steamer at Sebas-
topol) was under fire at various distances during the whole war, but
her motion prevented her being disabled. How few of Dahlgren’s
shots hit the target with all the elements of success he is capable of
producing! I am sure I could convince the authorities of the prefer-
ence that iy due to this plan if I could argue the plan instead of
write it. ‘
Sincerely, yours,
G. V. Fox.

Letter from G. V. Fox, esq., to Hon, Montgomery Blair, relating to the reenforcement of Fort
Sumter, .

NEw YoRrx, March 1, 1861.

DEAR BLAIR: I just met Russell Sturgis, who has charge of most of
the towboats in the harbor, and he informs me that the Charleston
authorities have opened negotiations here for the purchase of two tugs,
and that the two proposed are two of the three I have selected, being
the only three really fit for the work in the whole city. I thought it
best to give yon this information at once, as the probability of reen-
forcing IFort Sumter except by landing and capturing their forts will be
lessened with such fine boats as I have described in their possession.
Captain Sturgis has put these boats in order, notwithstanding my plan
has the go-by, for we all feel that a severe discussion must bring it up
again, _

1 met & Navy officer to-day who has just received a letter from Hart-
stene, He is a captain in the South Carolina navy, with the same pay
as a United States captain, and has charge of the coast defenses. He
~ thinks he has prevented an attack upon Sumter so far, but says it will
soon be done and will be a very sanguinary affair. Paul Hamilton, esq.,
commands the floating battery now launched. They have four tugs,
which do not amount to much compared to one of these powerful New
York ones.

1 wrote you last Sunday in full. 'Write me as soon as anything
definite is done.

Yours,
G. V. Fox.

[P. 8.]—Direet your letters care of A. H. Lowery, 77 Nassau street,
and I get them in the morning; otherwise not until p. m. I trust you
and the general will give me a hand in this business, He seems most
favorably disposed toward me,

N W R—VOL 4——15
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Letter from Commander Goldsborough, U, 8. Navy, to the Becretary of the Navy, offering his
services for the reenforsement of Fort Sumter.

MounT HoLLY, N. J., March 10, 1861.
SIR: Should it be the intention of the Government to reenforce Fort
Sumter, in the harbor of Charleston, S, C., permit me to propose the
employment of one or more suitable propellers, cased ontside and
inboard with bales of cotton. Two or three vessels properly fitted in
this way could, I think, reach Fort Sumter without bemg materially
injured.
I should be happy to command an expedition for that purpose, and
am, very respecttully, sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. GOLDSBOROUGH,
Commander, U, 8. Navy.
Hon. GipEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Reporf of commandant navy yard, New York, of the arrival in that port of U. 8, 8§, Powhatan,

NAVY YARD, NEW YORK, March 14, 1861.
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the 'U. 8. s
Powhatan, Captain Mercer, arrived in this harbor yesterday afternoon.
The ship still lies in the North River, taking out her powder, and will
come to the yard to-morrow morning, to which, in any event, she would

have to come for the purpose of coaling.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW 11, Foorg,
Pro Commandant.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Plan of D, N, 8mith, esq,, for the re.forcement of Fort Sumter.

Bosron, March 18, 1861.

DEAR Sir: The f‘o]lowmg plzm for. rcenforcnm IFort Sumter occnrred
to me a few weeks since, which I think is pm(,tloabl(,, which is, to take
a steamer with its machinery below deck and lash to each side of it a
vessel of the same size filled with wood or oak timber, with perhaps an
occasional layer of boiler plate, which would render it ball proof, and
one at the bows and stern, and lay two or three layers of plate over
the deck—Dbe protected by a barricade of timber. The vessels, being of
light draft, could be towed to the fort in spite of cannon shot or shell.

I have mentioned this to a number of gentlemen here, who think it
could be done.

If you think it worth while you can communicate it to the War
Department. -~

Yours, respectfully,
D. N. SmiTH,
18 Water Street, Boston,

Mr, WILSON.
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Letter from Lieutenant-General Scott, U, 8. Army, to @, V. Fox, esq,, requesting him to visit
Fort Sumter.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, March 19, 1861,
DEAR SIiR: In accordance with the request contained in a note from
the Secretary of War to me, of which I annex a copy, I request that
you will have the goodness to procced to Charleston, 8. C., and obtain
permission, if' necessary, to visit IFort Sumter, in order to enable you to
comply w1th the wish expressed in the Se(,retm y’s note.
Please, on your return, to report accordingly.
I remain, with high consideration, your most obedient servant,
WINFIELD SCOTT.
G. V. Fox, Isq.

[Enclosure. ]

WAR Du PAR\}TMDNT March 19, 1861,

DEAR SIR: The President requires accurate mform ation in regard
to the command of Major Anderson in Fort Sumter, and wishes a com-
petent person sent for that purpose. You will therefore direct some
suitable person to proceed there immediately, and report the result of
the information obtained by him.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
SmoN CAMERON,
Seeretary of War,
Licutenant-General WINFIELD ScoTT.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Mercer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Powhatan.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 28, 1861,

Sir: The Department has decided to_put the Powhatan out of com-
mission, You will therefore pay off and discharge such of her crew as
have less than a year to serve, giving them the ordinary discharge.
The remainder you will transfer to the receiving ship North Carolina.
'The marines you will transfer to the barracks, and then turn over the
Powhatan to the commandant of the yard.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES.

Captain SAMUEL MERCER,

Commanding U. S. 8. Powhatan, New York,

Order from the President of the United States to the Secretary of the Navy, regarding coopera-
tion with the War Department for active service.

ExEcuTive MANSION, March 29, 1861.

Sir: I desire that an expedition, to move by sea, be got ready to sail
as early as the 6th of April next. the whole according to memorandum
aﬁt%hed, and that you cooperate with the Secretary of War for that
object.

Your obedient servant,
A, LINCOLN,

Hon, SECRETARY NAVY. '
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[Memorandum,)

Navy Department,

The Pocahontas at Norfolk, Pawnee at Washington, and revenue cut-
ter Harriet Lane at New York, to be ready for sea with one month’s
stores. Three hundred bemuen to be ready for ledvmg the receiving
ship at New York.

War Department,

Two hundred men at New York, ready to leave garrison, One year’s
stores to be put in a portable form,

Private orders of the Secretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard, New York, for the
proparation of the U, 8, 8. Harriet Lane.

Private.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 30, 1861,

Sir: You will be pleased to have in readiness for sea service, on or
before the 6th of April next, the U. S. revenue cutter Harriet Lane,
transferred from the Treasury to the Navy Department, with one
month’s stores.

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(xIDIuON WELLES,
Secretury Navy.,
Commodore SAMURL [L.] BREESE,
Navy Yurd, ' New York,

Private orders of the Seoretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard, Washington, for prep-
aration of U, S, 8, Pawnes,

Private.| NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 30, 1861,
SIR: You will be pleased to have in readiness for sea service, on or
before the 6th of April next, the steamer Pawnee, with one month’s
stores.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Commodore I, BUCIIANAN,
Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

Private orders of the Secretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard, Norfolk, for prepara-
tion of U, 8. 8, Pocahontas,

Private.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 30, 1861,

Sik: You will be pleased to have in readiness for sea service, on or
before the 6th of April next, the steamer Pocahontas, with one month’s
stores, .

I am, sir, rebpecttuly, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary vay.
Commodore CHARLES S, MCCAULEY
No jolis V.
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[Telegram.] '

WASHINGTON, April 1, 1861.
Fit out Powhatan to go to sea at earliest possible moment,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
COMMANDANT NAVY YARD,
Brooklyn, N. Y,

[Telegram.)

BROOKLYN, April 1, 1861.

The Powhatan, after landing her stores, went out of commission at
2 o'clock., Crew on board the North Carolina. Oflicers mostly left with
theirleave of absence.

1 shall, agreeable to the last orders, refit the Powhatan with quickest
dispatch.

As there will be but few men left not wanted for the Powhatan, X
shall not send the men to Norfolk in the chartered steamer, but remain
ready to send them in the Harriet Lane, if so ordered.

A, H. FooTx,
Pro Commardant.

Hon, GIpDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

WASIHINGTON, April 1, 1861,

The Department revokes its orders for the detachmentof the officers
of the Powhatan and the transfer and discharge of her crew. Hold
her in readiness for sea service. “

GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Commodore 8. L. BREESE,
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Order from the commandant navy yard, Washington, D. €., to Commander Rowan, commanding
N U. 8. 8. Pawnees, to prepare that vessel for sea.

COMMANDANT’S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
a Washington, April 1, 1861.
Str: Be pleased to have the steam sloop Pawnee, under your com-
mand, ready to proceed to sea by the Gth instant, with one montl’s
stores, and telegraph to the officers on leave to be on board at that
time,

Respectfully, ete., F B
. BUCIIANAN,

Commander 8. C. ROWAN,
Commanding U. S. 8. Pawnce.
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[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON, April 2, 1861.

Motify the officers of the Powhatan who are on leave of absence to
return immediately. You were informed on -yesterday of the revoca-
tion of the detachment of the officers of that ship.

GI1pEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Commocdore S, L. BREESE,
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, N. Y.

[Telegram.]
BROOKLYN, April 2, 1861.
Dispatch received. Detachments were delivered at 2 yesterday
afternoon. Officers have not left theiraddresses. Two or three whose
residence we know have been directed to return. Will write by mail.
Storeship Release ready for sea. Lieutenant not reported. Shall she
go to sea without him?
A. H, FoOTE,
Hou, GIDEON WELLES. '

Report of commandant navy yard, New York, regarding recall of officers to the U. 8. 8,
Powhatan,

NAvy YARD, NEW YORK, April 2, 1861,

SIrR: Your telegram of this date, directing me to notlfy the officers
of the Powhatan who are on leave of absence to return immediately,
has been received.

Captain Mercer delivered the leaves of absence to the officers yester-
day at 2 p. m., and they left the yard without leaving at this office their
places of residence. When officers are permanently detached from a
vessel; as they were supposed to be in this case, it is not the pracbme
for them to leave their place of residence at this office, but always with
the Navy Department; and I presume, therefore, that by this time they
have reported rwcordmgly, and will be reordered by the Department.

Ishall, as far as I know the addresses of the officers, recall them by
this mail; but this number is few; in fact, I only know the residence of
Licutenant Thompson for a cermmty

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW H. FOOTE,
Pro Commandant,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of commandant navy yard, New York, regarding revocation of orders in the case of
U. 8. 8. Powhatan,

NAvy YArD, NEw Yorxk, April 2, 1861,
Sir: I send you a copy of a telegram which I sent from the telegraph
office at 8 o’clock last evening in reply to orders by telegraph from the
Department revoking the orders for putting the Powhatan out of com-
mission, These orders were received at 7 p. m., while the previous
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01 der to lay up the Shlp and discharge her crew had been executed at

9 p. m. so far as to transfer the crew to the North CUarolina and to give
(mptmn Mereer the leaves of ‘absence for'the officers.

Captain Mercer, with two engineers and three forward officers, had
not left the city when the countermanding order came, and Captain
Mercer, by my req uest, ordered the officers to remain, which will greatly
Lnullhte our getting the blnp ready for sea. Wxth the exception of
making some changes and giving a new pivot gun carriage to the fore-
castle gun, ete., we shall, by the greatest efforts, strive to have the ship
ready in four days, although it would require as many weeks to put the
vessel in a high state of efficiency, The four days are specified with
the underbt‘mdmg‘ that the officers will report to-morrow or next day,
and especially the paymaster in place of paymaster’s clerk. Captain
Mercer will go on board as'soon as a sufficient number of ofticers report
to take care of the crew and ship; two lientenants and one paymaster
are deficient even when the remaining four lieutenants rejoin the steamer.
The deficient forward officer is a sailmaker,

In consequence of the order to put the Powhatan out of commission
being countermanded, I am unable to execute the previous order ot the
Department to send the draft of 300 men to Norfolk in the chartered
steamer and Harriet Lane, as we now have no more men than will be
required for the Powhatan, which will be fully explained by Paymaster
Etting on his return to Washington.

ITam not in receipt of any lettexs or instructions from your office
to-day, although two of yesterday’s date from the bureaus were received
this morning.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servaut

ANDREW H. FoOTE,
Pro Commandant.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON, April 3, 1861.
The Secretary of the Navy desires that all dispatch be made in pre-
paring the Powhatan for sea. Recall officers by telegraph.
HOBART I, BERRIEN,
Chief Clerk.
Commander FoOTE,
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Report of commandant navy yard, New York, regarding the recall of officers to U. 8. 8. Powhatan,

NAVY YARD, NEW YORK, April 3, 1861,

SIR: I have the honor to report to the Department that the following-
named officers have been directed by telegraph and leiter to rejoin the
DPowhatan forthwith, viz:

Lieutenant W, W Queen, Philadelphia; Lieutenant George Brown,
Washington ; Lieutenant Thomas C, Harris, Philadelphia; First Assist-
ant Engmeer James F, Lamdin, Baltimore; First Assistant Engineer
W, J. Lamdin, Baltimore; Second Assistant Engineer John Purdy,
Washmgton, Second Assistant Engineer Jackson McElmell, Philadel-
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p}na,,‘ Third Assistant Engineer 11, O, M(,Ilvame, Plnlade]phm, Third
Assistant Engineer H, G, Mcllvaine (duplicate), Reading, Pa.; Lieu.
tenant Mdrmes James Wlluy. Philadelphia; Lieutenant Marines James
Wlley (duplicate), Washington; Sailmaker ~J‘uJob Stephens, Phila-
delphia.

The iollowmg officers are present for duty, viz:

()a,pmun Samuel Mercer Llcutenanthg,bert’l‘hompson Surgeon Joseph
Wilson, Passed AbSIStdnb Surgeon James LMv.s, Chief KEngineer Har-
man Newell, Third Absxsmnthngmeer W. H. Glading, Third Assistant
Engineer Elijuh Laws, Boatswain Irancis McLoud, GGanner Bernard
Duycker.

1 have directed Lieutenants Thomas S. Phelps and John Downes
(the latter by telegraph) also Lieutenant Watson Smith and (Jdrpeuter
Chick to report to me for duty on board the Powhatan. The ship will in
all probability drop down to the North River on Friday to take in her
powder, and I have every reason to believe that she will be ready to
sail on Saturday.

I have the honor to be, very respecttully, your obedient servant,

A, H. FOoTE,
) Pro Commandant.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

3 p. m.—Telegram just received. All possible dlspatch, night and

day, being made to get Powhatan off the yard on I‘rld&X
H. .,
Pro Commandant.

Lottor from Becretary of War to G. V, Fox, esq., assigning him to command expedition for
the relief of Xort Sumter,

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, Ap7 il 4, 1861.

S1r: It having been determined to succor Fort Sumter, you have
been selected for this important duty.  Accordingly, you will take
charge of the tre wsports provided in New York, having the troops and
supplies on board, to the entrance of Charleston Harbor, and endeavor,
in the first mstmnce, tc deliver the subsistence. If you are opposed in
this you are directed to report the fact to the senior naval officer off the
harbor, who will be instructed by the Secretary of the N wvy to use his
entire force to open a passage, when you will, if possible, effect an
entrance and place both the troops and supplies in Ifort Sumter.

I-am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SIMON (JMIEROV,
Secretary of War
Captain G. V. Iox,
Washington, .D. C.

Instructions from Lieutenant-General Scott, U. 8. Army, to Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, U. 8.
Army, regarding expedition for resuforcoement of Fort Sumter.

Oouﬁdéutial.] " HEADQUARTERS OF THRE ARMY,
‘ Washington, D. C., April 4, 1861,

SIR This letter will be handed to you by Captain (. V., Fox, ex-offi-
cer of the Navy, and a geutleman of high standing, as well as possebsed
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of extraordinary nautical ablhty. He is charged by high authority
here with the command of an expeition (under cover of certain ships
of war) wlose obJe(,t; is to reenforce Fort Sumter.

To embark with Captain Fox, you will cause a detachment of recrmts,,

say about 200, to be immediately organized at Fort Columbus, with a
u)mpotult number of officers, arms, ammunition, and subsistence. A
large s surplus of the latter—indeed, as great as the vessels of the expe-
dition will take—with other necessaries, will be needed for the aug-
mented g’irrlbon of Fort Sumter.

The subsistence and other supplies should be assorted like those
which were provided by you and Captain Ward, of the Navy, for
a former expedltlon. Consult Oaptam Fox and Major Katon on the
subject, and give all necessary orders in my name to fit out the expe-
dition, except that the hiring of vessels will be left to others, Some
fuel must be shipped. Oil, .u‘blllery, implements, fuses, cordage, slow
matches, mechanical levers, and gins, ete., should also be puton board.
(‘)onsnlt‘al'so, if necessary (couﬁdentially), Colonel Tompkins and Major
Thornton.

Respecttully, yours,
WINFIELD SCOTT,

Lieutenant-Colonel H, L, ScorT,

Aid-de-Camp, ete.

[Telegram.)

NEw YoRrk, April 4, 1861.

Officers of the Powhatan want two months’ advance on thelr mess;
furniture was given away and new outfit necessary. They are othu'
wise in debt. Captain wants four midshipmen orderved to Powhatan,
Lieutenant Erben just reported. Release will sail at 2 this atternoon.

A, H. Foo1E,
Hon., G. WELLES.

[Endoraement.)

Advanmce authorized and commandant informed April 4, 1861,

Order from Adjutant-General Thomas, U, S, Army, to Colonel Tompkins, U, 8. Army, to charter
vessels,

ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
War Department, Wednesday, April 4, 1861,

Sir: By direction of the War Department you will charter such ves-
sels as Captain G, V., Fox, the bearer of - this, may designate, for such
times and with such supplies as he may indicate.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. Tno‘vms
A(Ijut(mf (eneral,

Colonel D, D, ToMPKINS,
Assistant Quartermaster-General, New York, N. Y.
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Report of commandant navy yard, New York, r&gardmg preparations for expedition to Fort
Sumter.

NAvy YARD, NEW YORK, April 4, 1864.

SIR .Captain Meigs has called on me with a letter,* showmg his
authority from the Government to have certain prepar: mml.s made and
things placed on board of vessels soon to go to sea, about which you are
familiar; but as the orders do not come dnect I make this report; but
as no time is to be lost, I am preparing what is called for, and u,pmtmy
action,

I have the houor to be, in great haste, your obedient servant,
A, H. Foorr
Pro Commandant.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Rowan, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8.
Pawnee, to proceed with that vessel to Norfolk navy yard.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 4, 1861.

SIr: You will proceed immediately with the U, 8. steam qloop DPawnee
to the navy yard at Norfolk, for the purpose of receiving a month’s sup-
ply of provisions. The commaud.mt of the yard there will be directed
to have them ready to be put on board immediately on her arrival,

I am, respectiully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Commander S, O, ROWAN,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Pawnee, Washington.

{'I'elegram.)

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 5, 1861.
The Secretary of the Navy desires that all dispatch be made in pre-
paring the Powhatan for sea. Recall ofticers by telegraph.
GIDEON WELLES,
, Secretary Navy.
Commander A, H. FFOOTE,
Navy Yard, Brooklyn.

Order of the Becretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. Navy, commanding
Home Bquadron, regarding the withdrawal of three vessels from his command.

Confidential.] NAvVY DEPARTMENT, April 5, 18061,

Siiz: The steamers Powhatan, Captain Samuel Mercer; Pawnee, Com-
mander 8. C. Rowan, and Pocahontas, Commander J. p. Gllhs, have
been withdrawn temporarily from your command for special service,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

J

Flag- Olh(,er (x J PENDERGRAST

* Refers to the cxpedltlon for the relief of Fort Pickens; see p, 107.
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Confidential instructions from the Seoretary of the Navy to Captain Mercer, U, 8, Nairy,
commanding U, 8, 8, Pewhatan, regarding expedition to Fort Sumter,

Confidential.] NAvY DEPARIMENT, April 5, 1861,

Sir: The U. S. steamers Powhatan, Pawnee, Pocahontas, and Harriet
Lane will compose a naval force, under your command, to be sent to
the vicinity of Charleston, 8. C.,, for the purpose of aiding in carrying
out the objects of an expedition of which the War Department has
charge. ) , , ‘ - R

The primary object of the expedition is to provision TFort Sumter, for
which purpose the War Department will furnish the necessary trans-
ports. Should the authorities at Charleston permit the fort to be sup-
plied, no further particular service will be required of the force under
your command, and after being satisfied that supplies have been
received at the fort the Pawhatan, Pocahontas, and Havriet Lane will
return to New York and the Pawnee to Washington. ;

Should the authorities at Charleston, however, refuse to permit or
attempt to prevent the vessel or vessels having supplies on board from
entering the harbor or from peaceably proceeding to Iort Sumter, you
will protect the transports or boats of the expedition in the object of
their mission, disposing of your force in such manner as to opcn the
way for their ingress, and afford, so far as practicable, security to the
men and boats, and repelling by force, if necessary, all obstructions
toward provisioning the fcrt and reenforcing it for in case of resistance
to the peaceable primary object of the expedition a reenforcement of
the garrison will also be attempted. ,

These purposes will be under the supervision of the War Department,
which has charge of the expedition. The expedition has been intrusted
to Captain G. V. Fox, with whom you will put yourself in communica-
tion, and cooperate with him to accomplish and carry into eftect its
object, , oo } ; ;

You will leave New York with the Powhatan in time to be off Charles-
{on bar, 10 miles distant from and due east of the light-house, on the
morning of the 11th instant, there to await the arrival of the transport
or transports with troops and stores, The Pawnee and Pocahontas will
he ordered to join you there at the time mentioned, and also the IHar-
rict Lane, which latter vessel has been placed under the control of this
Department for this service. On the termination of the expedition,
whether it be peaceable or otherwise, the several vessels under your
command will return to the respective ports, as above directed, unless
some unforeseen circumstances should prevent.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
. GIDEON WELLES,
N Secretary Navy.
Japtain SAMUEL MERCER,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Powhatan, New York.

Order of the Seoretary of the Navy to Commander Rowan, U. 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8,
. Pawnes, to report for special service off Charleston, S. C.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 5, 1861,
SIR: After the Pawnce shall have been provisioned at Norfolk you

will proceed with her to sea and on the morning of the 11th instant
appear off Charleston bar, 10 miles distant from and due cast of the
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light-house, where you will report to Captain Samuel Mercer, of the
Powhatan, for special service. Should he not be there, you will await
his armval ‘
I am, respectfully,your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

-

Commander 8. C. ROWAN,
Commanding U. 8. S, Puwnee, Norfolk.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Gillis, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Pocahontas, to report for special service off Charleston, 8. C.

Confidential. NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 5, 18(1

SIR: You will proceed to sea with the Pocakontas and on the morn.
ing of the 11th mqtanta})pear oft Charleston bar, 10 miles distant from
and due east of the light-house, where you will report to Captain
Samuel Mercer, of the Powhatan, for special service. Should he not be
there, you will await his arrival,

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Commander J. I, GILLIS,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Pocahontas, Norfolk, Va.

Order of tho Secretary of the Navy to Captain Faunce, U. 8. Revenue Marine, commanding
U. 8. 8, Harriet Lane, to report for special service off Charleston. 8, C.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 5, 1361.

Sir: The revenue steamer Harriet Lane having been temporarily
placed under the orders of this Department, you will proceed with her
from New York in time to appear oft Charleston bar, 10 miles distant
from and due ecast of the light-house, on the mornmg of the 11th
instant, where you will report to Captain Samuel Mercer, of the Pow-
hatan, for special service. Should he not be there, you will await his
arrival. ; -
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Captain FAUNOE,
Commanding U. 8. Revenue ‘Steamer Harriet Lane, New York.

[Telegram.)
NEwW York, April 5, 1861.

I am executing orders* received from the Government throug.,h the
Navy officer as well as from ‘the Army officer.  Will write fully it pos-
sible to-day, certainly to-morrow. 1 hope the Powhatan will sail this
evening.

A. . Foorr,
, For Commandant,

Hon. GiproN WELLES,

Sw) etary o/‘ Nawy J

* Refus to expeditmn for 1el|ot of Fort I’mkms, see |, 107



OPERATIONS ON THE ATLANTIC COAST. 237
['Lelegram. ]

- BROOKLYN, April 5, 1861,

Powhatan veady for sea and will drop down oft the Battery at day-
light and wait your orders. Lieutenant Queen has reported und Lieu-
tenant Downs is relieved. Lieutenant Smith is the only lieutenant of
the Lowhatan you have not specially ordered.

AL Foors,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram,)
WASHINGTON, dpril 5, 1861.
Delay the Powhatan tor further instructions.
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretury Navy.
Commander A. II. IF'oorx,
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, N. Y,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to commandant navy yard, New York,

NAVvY DEPARTMENT, dpril 5, 1861.

Sir: Should Lieutenant W. W, Queen not report for duty on board
the Powhatan by the Tth-instant, you will order one ot the lieutenants
of the receiving ship North Carolina to take his place.

Inform the Department of your action under this order.

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant, <
GIDEON WELLES.
Commodore S, 1., BREESE, ”

Commandant Navy Yard, New York.

[Telegram.] -

New YORK, April 6, 1861,
The Powhatan sailed at 2: 45 this afternoon, just before Mr, Seward’s
telegram* reached me for Captain Porter. I haveordered a lieutcnant
to go after her in a steamer unless she is out of sight; she goes direct
to sea; Captain Porter is aboard. .I handed Captain Mercer your
ovders of yesterday; also a telegram, this afternoon, signed by Mr.
Hobart [Berrien]; but Captains Meigs, Porter, and Mercer, after a
consultation, concluded to have Porter go in LPowhatan.
A, H. FooTE,
For Commandant.
Hon., GiproN WELLES,
Seeretary Navy, Willard's.

*Sec p. 112,
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Report of commandant navy yard, New York, regarding change of command of U, 8, 8,
Powhatan.

; NAvVY YARD, NEw YORK, April 6, 1861,

Sie: Your orders of the 5th were received by Captain Mercer to-day.
Captain Meigs, Lieutenant Porter, and Captain Mercer, after consulta.
tion, concluded that Lieutenant Porter should go out in the Powhatan,
as the arrangements were vital to success; at least so I was informed,
not being present at the consultation. A few minutes before the Pouw-
hatan sailed I delivered a telegram to Captain Mercer, signed H. Ber-
rien, saying that Paymaster Gulick will deliver a dispatch to me this
evening, But at 2:30 o’clock the Powhatan sailed; at 3 o'clock, when
the Powhatan was out of sight, I received a dispateh dirvected to lLieu-
tenant Porter from Mr, Seward, telling him to proceed without the
Poiwchatan, as directed in the dispatch to Captain Meigs. 1 have sent
to New York a lieutenant, with orders to charter a steamer and chase
the Powhatan, unless there is no hope ot overtaking her. 1t is time to
close the mail, and I will write fully by next mail.

I have the honor to be,
A. H. FOOTE,
For Commandant.
[Hon, GIpEOXR WELLES, ,
Secretary of the Navy.]

Captain Mercer leaves the Powhatan at Staten Island. I am informed
that Captain Meigs has sailed this afternoon.
A, H, F,

Additional report of commandant navy yard, New York, regarding change of command of
U. 8, 8, Powhatan.

| - NAVY YARD, NEW YORK, April 6, 1861,

Sir: T hastily informed the Department by mail to-day of the cir-
cumstances under which the Powhatan sailed with Lieutenant Porter
on board, Captain Mercer taking the ship down as far as Staten Island,
with the view of there handing herover to Lieutenant Porter; also that
1 had given Captain Mercer the telegraimn received from the Department,
informing us that Purser Gulick would arrive this evening with a dis-
patcli. 1 had previously handed Captain Mercer a sealed letter from
the Department, addressed to him, which was this morning received.
I further stated that Captains Meigs, Porter, and Mercer had held a
consultation in reference to the orders and the service in question.
Before the Powhatan sailed Captain Mercer handed me a paper stating
the following: ‘

Captain Mercer has turned the command of the Powkatan over to Lieutenant D, D).
Porter by vrder* of the President, and she has gone to sea. Captain Mercer intends
to give Captain Fannce:(of the Harriet Lane) a copy of his instractioiis from tho
Navy Department and direct hin to report to the senior naval officer he may méob
with off Charleston, giving him the copy of instructions, which Captain Mercer will
certify as a correct copy. Captain I'aiince will be directed to proceed under his
order from the Department dated April b, off Charleston bar, unless Captain Faunce

receives counter orders from the Department. Captains Meigs, Porter, and Mercer,
after consultation, determined upon this course.

* See p. 109,
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Captqm Mercer will probably be in New York this evening and
explain himself more tully to the Department.

lalsoreferred to having sent Licutenant Roe, of the Ordnance Depart-
ment, to procure a steamer and, if possible, overhaul the Powhatan and
give Captain Porter the dlspatch sent him by Hon. Mr. Seward, but L
fear that the Powhatan had then proceeded too far to be ovmhauled
Lieutenant Roe has not yet returned.

1 will on Monday send a correct list of officers of the Powhatan. By
the urgent rcquebt and assurance of authority on the part of Lieuten-
ant Porter, as the four master’s mates could not be shipped in time I
permitted him to take seven lieutenants—an extra one, The two lieu-

tenants ordered without express authority of tle Department were

Lieutenant Perry and Lieutenant Smith, of Philadelphia. I had heard
that the first had been ordered by the D(‘pal tment, and as he wished
to go, as well as from the entreaties of Mrs. Lavinia Perry, and espe-
cially as Lieutenant Porter wanted the number, I ordered him, while
Lieutenant &mth had before been ordered to hll up the complement,
and was named in a list presented to me by Lieutenant Porter. v

The marine officer, Licutenant Broome, went-out in the ship, and Mr.
Heap, from Washmgton, as acting paymaster, as Lleutenaut Porter
informed Captain Mercer -and myself on or by authority of the
Government,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Pro Commandant,

GIDEON WELLES,

Seeretary of the Navy, Washington.

Additional report of commandant navy yard, New York, regarding change of command of
U. 8, 8. Powhatan, and transmitting enclosure.

NAvY YARD, NEW YORK, April G, 1861—6 p. m.

SIR: By great exertions, highly commendable, Lieutenant Roe over-
hauled the Powhatan, and 1 send Lieutenant Commanding Porter’s rea-
sons, as assigned iu the enclosed note, for proceeding with the ship.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
. H. FoorTE,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[LEnclosure.]

SATURDAY [April 6, 1861]—35 p. m.
SIR: The dispatch intrusted to me for Lieutenant Porter has heen
deliveted into his hands. The Powhatan was below qu(n"mtine and
underway for the Narrows when 1 reached her. Lieutenant Porter
desired me to express his regrets to you that the dispatch came to his
hands so late, and that it was too late to change his plans, inasmuch as
the Atlantic had already gone to sea.
Respectfully, your obedient servant, :
I, A, Rog,
: Lieutenant,
Captain A, H. Foorg,
Commanding Nuvy Yard, Brooklyn [New York).
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[Telegram.)

NEw YoRrk, April 6, 1861,

Lieutenant Roo overhauled the Powhatan and gave the telegram of
Mr, Seward to Lieutenant Commanding Porter, who said that one
steamer had sailed and it was too Jate. Captain Mercer had left the
Powhatan. I will write to-morrow.

A. H. Foorg,
For Commandant,

IHon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary I\avy, Willard’s.

———

Report of commandant navy yard, Washington, of the departure from that yard of U, 8, 8.
Pawnee,

COMMANDANT’S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Washing Jt(m April 6, 1861

Sir: I have to report for the information of the Department that the
U. 8. 8. Pawnee, Commander Rowan commanding, left this yard this
morning for Norfolk, Va., in obedience to its order of the 4th instant,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANKN. BUGIIANAN,
Commandant.
Hon. GipEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

m——

Report of commandant navy yard, New York, regarding officering of the U. 8. S, Powhatan,

NAvVY YARD, NEW YORK, April 8, 1861.

Sir: Your letter of the 5th instant, directing me to order one of the
lieutenants of the receiving ship North Carolina on board the Powhatan
provided Lieutenant Queen did not report for duty by the 7th instant,
has been received. : ‘ ; ,

In reply I respectfully inform the Department that the Powhatan
sailed on the 6th instant at 2:45 p. m. with Lieutenant Queen on
board, who had reported on the 5th instant. I had dehuled a lieuten-
ant from the receivin g ship to go out in the Powhatan in case the com-
plement of her licutenants should not be filled when that vessel sailed.
1 had likewise ordered one of the yard and one of the Coast Survey
lieutenants, as well as Lieutenant Downes, from Boston,. and Lieuten-
ant Watson Smith, from Philadelphia, to be ready to sail in that ves-
sel; but as will be séen by the accompanying list of officers, Lieuten-
ants Perry and Smith of this number only went out in the Dowhatan.
The reasons for ordering Lieutenant Perry have already been explained.
As stated in a former commumcatlon these gentlemen were ordered by
request of Lieutenant Porter, who showed his authority for selecting
officers and informed me that the Department understood and wonld
?&)prove it all, I acted in this matter after consulting with Captain

ercer

I also directed Third Assistant Engineer F, H. Fletcher, on tempo-
rary duty at this yard, to taxe the place of Third Assistant Engineer
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(rladmg, who, although having been refiised permission to go to Phila-
delphia by Captain Mercer, still did go, and was absent when the Pow-
hatan sailed. The enclosed statement of Captain Mercer will more
fully explain the case of Third Assistant Engineer Glading.
ayimnaster Gulick reported on the evening of the 6th instant after
the Powhatan had sailed. The Harriet Lane sailed at 9 o'clock this
morning,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ANDREW I, FooTE,
' Pro Commandant,
[Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Secrctary of the Navy.)

P. S.—There are but few.persons who are yet aware of Lieutenant
Porter’s going out in the Powhatan.,
A H. L,

Report of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, Va., of the arrival of U, 8. 8. Pawnee at that
yard.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD,
Gosport [ Norfolk], April &, 1861,
SIr: I have the honor to inform you that the U. 8. S. Pawnee arrived
at this station yesterday morning.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: C. S. Mc(;AULEY,
' Commandant,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from I.J. Baxter, esq., to the Secretary of the Navy, presenting plan for the relief of
Fort Sumter.

PEEBKSKILL, N. Y., April 9, 1861.
DEAR Sir: Enclosed please find plan of throwing supplies into Fort
Sumter, which I respectiully submit to your examination,
Yours, for the Union,
I. J. BAXTER.
Hon, G1DEON WELLES.

[Enclosnre.)

PEEKSKILL, April 9, 1861.

The following 1epresenfs Q powertul ‘propeller, with log’ ﬂmt% on each
side long enough to protect the entire lcngth of vessel, with bridges
slightly arched, to span across fore and abaft; the floats covered with
bags of sand, say 3 feet thick, and high umug,h ‘to protect the sides of
vessel, The followmg plan, if properly comstruvted, can throw supplies
into FFort Sumter in defiance of all their batteries.

Most respectfully submitted.

Yours, truly,
I. J. BAXTER.

N W R—VOoL 4——16
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Report of Commander Rowan, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Pawnee, of the departure of
that vessel for sea,

1. S. STEAM SLoOP PAWNEE,
Off Cape Henry, April 10, 1861,

SIR: I have the honor to inform the Department that I am at sea, in
obedience to orders dated the 5th instant. I was prepared to leave at
daylight yesterday morning, but was delayed by a very heavy easterly
gale that has been blowing since bunday last.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

3. 0. RowAN,
Commander.
Hon, GIDEON WELLLS,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Gillis, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Pocahontas, of the departure of
that vessel for sea.

U. 8. 8. POOAHONTAS,
At Sea, off Capes of Virginia, April 10, 1361,
S1r: Having been detained by thick weather and heavy gales from
southward and eastward, I have the honor to report to you our depar-
ture, in obedience to your 01 derreceived yesterday and dated 5th instant,
Will exert all diligence and dispatch,
Herewith I forward a list of officers and crew attached to this vessel,
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
J. P. GILLIs,
v Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. O.-

iy

Roport of Commander Gillis, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. §, 8. Pocahontas, of the arrival of
that vessel off Charleston, 8. C,

U. S. 8. POOAHONTAS,
Of Charleston, 8. C., April 14, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of this vessel at the
anchomge designated in your order of the Sth instant, the receipt of
which I a(,knowledged off the capes of Virginia.

The weather continued unpropitions. We reached here on the 13th
and found at anchor the Pawnee, Harriet Lane, and Baltic. I went
1mmedmtely on board the former, and arrangements were made to send
provisions and some men to the relief of Fort Sumter after dark of
same day.

The conflagration of the quarters in Fort Sumter was observed, , when,
in order to save time, I requested Commander Rowan to dlspat(,h an
officer to communicate to the commanding officers of the batteries on
shore, expressing our desire to take off the heroic and patriotic Major
Anderson and his command if they had survived the conflagration in
Fort Sumter. The officer returned with a reply from the batteries that
an answer would be sent this morning to Oumming’s Point, opposute
Sumter. Iwas prepared to go up in our boats toreceive itwhen one of the
Charleston steamers came down with Lieutenant Snyder, of Fort Sumter,
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on board, who brought me a message from Major Anderson and the
fact of their lnghly honorable terms in evacuating tho fort. Major
Anderson desired to know what means ot transportation we could give
him. I placed at his disposal all we had, and proceeded to FFort Sumter
to offer it in person. Ile leaves to-day for New York in the Baltic,
should she have accommodation for himselt and command.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. P, GiuLs,
Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, .D. C.

P. S.—Will you please excuse the haste with which I write? The
different vessels will leave to- (1.{) for the ports designated in your
orders to Captain Mercer, U7 5. Navy, 5th instant. The Powhatan has
not been here.

Report of G. V., Fox, esq., to the Sceretary of War, regarding expedition under his command
for the relief of Fort Sumter.

STEAMER BALTTO,
New York, April 19, 1861,

Sir: I sailed from New York in this vessel Tuesday morning, the
10th [9th] instant, having dispatched one steam tug, the Unele Ben, the
evening previous to rendezvous off Charleston. The Yankee, 'mobher
chartered tug, followed us to the Hook, and I left instructions to send
on the Frechora. :

We arrived off Charleston the 12th instant at 3 a, m., and found
only the Harrict Lane. eather during the whole timme a gale. At 7
a. m, the Pawnee arvived, and, according to his orders, Captain Rowan
anchored 12 miles cast of the light to await the arrival of the Pow-
hatan., I stood in with the Baltic to execute my orders by offering, in
the first place, to carry provisions to Ifert Sumter. Nearing the bar,
it was observed that war had commenced, and therefore the peaceful
offer of provisions was void.

The Pawnee and [ Harriet| Lane immediately anchored closo to the bar,
notwithstanding thie heavy seq, and though neither tugs nor Powhatan
nor Pocakontas had arrvived,it was believed a coupleof b(mtsot provisions
might be got in. The attcmpt was to be made in the morning, because
the heavy sea and absence of the Powhatan’s gunboats [boats] erippled
the night movement. All night and the morning of the 13th instant
it blew strong, with a heavy sea. The Baltic stood. ofl’ and o, looking
for the Powhatan, and in running in during the thick weather struck
on Rattlesnake Shoal, but soon got off. The heavy sea, and not having
the sailors (300) ¢ usked for, rendered any attempt from the Baltic mbsurd.
I only felt anxious to get in a few days’ provisions to last the fort until
the Powhataw’s arrival, The Pawneeand [Harriet] Lane were both short
of men, and wero only intended to afford a base of operations while the
tugs and 300 sailors fought their way in. X

However, the Powhatan and tugs not coming, Captain Rowan seized
an ice schooner and offered her to ) me, which I accepted, and Lieutenant
Hudson, of the Army, several Navy olhcerb, and plenty of volunteers
agreed to man the vessel and go in with me the night of the 13th.
The events of that day, so glomou to Major Anderson and his com-
mand, are known to you. 51 dntlmpated the guns from Sumter dis-
persed their naval prep(u"mous excepting small guard boats, so that
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with the Powhatan a reenforcentent would hive been easy. The Gov-
ernment did not anticipate that the fort was so badly constructed as
the event has shown, )

I learned on the 13th instant that the Powhatan was withdrawn from
duty oft Charleston on the 7th instant; yet I was permitted to sail on
the 9th, the Pawnee on the 9th, and Pocdhontas on the 10th, without
mtmmtlon that the main portion, the fighting portion, of our expedition
was taken away. In justice to itself, as well as an %knowledgment of
my earnest efforts, I trust the Government has sufficient reasons for
putting me in the position they have placed me.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
G. V. Tox.

Hon. SimMoN CAMERON,

Secretary of War, Washington.

The Bealtic has been chartered for one month.

Extraots from report of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, regarding the expedition of April,
1861, under his command, for the relief of Fort Sumter.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 24, 1865,

Sir: * * * The expedition organized for the purpose of' taking
supplies to Major Anderson’s starving garrison in FFort Sumter in 1861
has been referred to in the hope of throwing ridicule upon it and upon
me. 1t is incomprehensible how the attempt to relieve that heroie band
on any plan could provoke a sneer; nor does the shaft strike me. It
falls upon the President, under whose sanction I acted. It was a patri-
otic attempt by him to sustain the national flag, and as such was
responded to by the heart of the nation. Nothing has more endeared
him to the people than his conduct on that occasion. My part in it
was very humble; bub as everything counected with the subject is of
interest and importance I subjoin a brief narrative of facts falling
within my knowledge, to serve as materials for the vindication of the
l’mmlent

Memorandum of facls concerning the attempt to send supplies to Fort Sumler in 1861,

January 5, 1861, while in New York, I heard that a steamer belong-
ing to M. O. l\oberts was about to leave to carry supplies to the garri-
son of IFort Sumter, When an officer in the Navy 1 had commanded
one of the United States mail steamers belonging to the line of which
Mr, Roberts was president, and therefore I believed it possible for me
to obtain command of the vessel designated to take supplies and troops
to that fort. Upon visiting the office of the company in West street 1
found that Captain McGowan had been appointed to the command, and
that the steamer was ready for sea. After this steamer (named the
Star of the West) had returned from her voyage, having been turned
back by the rebel batteries of Morris Island on the 9th of January,
1 called npon my friend, George W. Blunt, esq., of New York, and
expressed to him my views as to the posslblhty of relieving the garrl-
son and the dishonor which would be justly merited by the Government
unless immediate measures were taken to tulfill this sacred duty. Mr.
Blunt asked me to explaiu my plan to him, which 1 did as tollows:
T'rom the outer edge of the Charleston bar in a straight line to Sumter
through the Swash Channel the distance is 4 miles, with no shoal spots
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having less than 9 feet at lng‘h water. The batteries on Morris and
Sullivan’s islands are about 2,600 yards apart, and between these troops
and supplies must pass. I propowd to anchor three small men-of-war
oft' the entrance to the Swash Channel as a safe base of opemtlon%
against any naval attack from the enemy, the soldiers and provisions
to be carried to the Charleston bar in the Collins steamer Baltic, all
the provisions and munitions to be put up in portable packages easily
handled by one man, the Baltic to carry 300 extra sailors and a suffi-

cient number of armed launches to land all the troops at Fort Sumter
in one night. Three steam tugs of not more than 6 feet dv aft of water,

such as are employed for fowmg purposes, were to form part of the
expedition to be used for carrying in the troops and provisions in case
the weather should be too rough for boats. With the exception of the
men-of-war and tugs, the whole expedition was to be complete on board
the steawer Baltie, and its success depended upon the possibility of
running ast batteries at night, which were distant from the center of
the channel 1,300 yards, T depended upon the barbette guns of Sumter
to keep the ehannél between Morris and Sullivan’s islands clear of rebel
vessels at the time of entering. -

My, Blunt and myself discussed the plan over a chart, and he com-
municated it to Charles H, Marshall and Russell Sturgis, and they all
approved it; and Mr. Marshall agreed to furnish and provision the ves-
sels without exciting suspicion.

February 4 Mr. Blunt came (o my hotel with a telegram from Lieu-
tenant-General Scott, requesting my attendance at Washington. I left
the next day and breakfasted with the general the 6th instant. At 11
a. m, I met at his office, by arrangement, Licutenant [Norman J.] Hall,
who had been sent from Sumter by Major Anderson. 1In the general’s
presence we discussed the question of relieving Fort Sumter: Tiecu-
tenant Hall’s plan was to go in with a steamer protected by a vessel
on each side loaded with hay. 1 objected to it for the followin g reasons:
First, a steamer could not carry vessels lashed alongside in rough
water, and, second, in 1'unmng up the channel she would be bows on to
Fort Moultrw, (md presenting a largoe fixed mark, without protection
ahead, would certainly be disabled. Lieutenant. Genel al Scott approved
my plan, and on the 7th of February introduced me to My, Holi, the
Secretary of War, to whom I explained the project and offered my
services to conduct the party to the fort. Mr, Holt ‘agreed to present
the matter to President Buchanan that evening. The next day, the
8th of February, news was received of the election of Jefferson Davis
by the Montgomery convention. I called upon General Scott and he
intimated to me that probably no effort would be made to relieve Ifort
Sumter. He seemed much disappointed and astonighed. \

I therefore returned to New York on the 9th of February., On the
12th of March I received a telegram from Postmaster-General Blair to
come to Washington, and I arrived there on the 13th. Mr. Blair hav-
ing been acquainted with the proposition I presented to General Scott
under Mr, Buchanan’s Administration, sent for me to tender the same
to Mr, Lincoln, informing me that Lieutenant-General Scott had advised
the President that the fort could not bo relieved and must be given up.
Mr. Blair took me at once to the White House, and 1 explained the plan
to the President; thence we ad;ournul to Lieutenant-General Scott’s
office, where a renewed discussion of the subject took plac(,. The gen-
eral informed the President that ' my plan was practicable in February,
but that the increased number of batteries erected at the mouth of the
harbor since that time rendered it impossible in March.
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TFinding that there was great opposition to any attempt at relieving
Ifort Sumter, and that Mr. Blair alone sustained the President in his
policy of refusing to yield, I judged that my arguments in favor of the
practicability of sending in supplies would be strengthened by a visit
to Charleston and the fort, The President readily agreed to my visit if
the Secretary of War and General Scott raised no objections,

Both of these gentlemen consenting, I left Washington on the 19th
of March, and passing through Richmond and Wilmington reached
Charleston the 21st. I traveled the latter part of the way with Mr.
Holmes, of California, formerly a member of Congress from South
Carolina in the days of Calhoun, At I'lorence station we met Mr.
Keitt, a-member of Congress from South Carolina when that State
attempted to secede. He welcomed Mr. Holmes very warmly and
enquired with great anxiety whether Sumter was to be given up. Mr.,
Holmes said, ¢“Yes; I know it,” which seemed to give Mr. Keitt much
satisfaction; but he insisted upon knowing his authority, Mr. Holmes
said, “I have the highest authority for what I say,” and upon Mr. Keitt
again asking “Who?” he leaned toward him, and at that moment the
engine whistle gave a screech for starting, so that the conversation closed
and I lost the name, Aft a station near Charleston Mr. Huger, formerly
postmaster under President Buchanan, got into the cars and had an
interview with Mr, Holmes, during which the same assurances were
repeated relative to the certainty of the evacuation of Fort Sumter,
My, Huger seemed much depressed with the condition of affairs. At
Charleston I sought an interview with Captain Hartstene, formerly of
the U, 8. Navy, and to him I stated my desire to visit Major Anderson,
Not finding General Beauregard, he introduced me to Governor Pickens,
to whom 1 showed the order under which I acted. After considerable
delay he directed Captain Hartstene to take me to Fort Sumter, and
while the boat was preparing I had an interview with General Beau-
regard. We reached Fort Sumter after dark and remained about two
hours. Major Anderson seemed to think it was too late to relieve the
fort by any other means than by landing an army on Morris Island.
He agreed with General Scott that an entrance from the sea was impos-
sible; but as we looked out upon the water from the parapet it seemed
very feasible, more especially as we heard the oars of a boat near the
fort, which the sentry hailed, but we could not see her through the
darkness until she almost touched the landing., I found the garrison
getting short of supplies, and it was agreed that I might report that
the 15th of April at noon would be the period beyond which he could
not hold the fort unless supplies were furnished. I made no arrange-
ments with Major Anderson for reenforcing or supplying the fort, nor
did I inform him of my plan,

Upon my return 1 had the honor to be called frequently before the
President and in the presence of different members of his Cabinet to
answer the objections presented by Lieutenant-General Scott and the
military authorities; but as my project simply involved passing bat-
teries with steamers or boats at night at right angles to their line of
fire and 1,300 yards distant, a feat of which the Crimean War furnished
many safe examples, I maintained the proposition and suggested that
it was a naval plan and should- be decided by naval officers, The
President asked me if there was any naval officer of high authority in
Washington who would sustain me, and if so to bring him to the White
House. I knew that Commodore Stringham was at that time filling
the position of detailing officer in the Navy Department and I took him
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to the President, where in the presence of Licutenant-General Scott he
not only confirmed my views, but said that he had that morning held a
conversation v ith (fommodore Stewart, who declared that Fort Sumter
could easily be reenforced and provnsioncd with: boats at night., As

valuable titne was being lost by (llsulbslon\; which form no part of this
mrratlve, I represented that so important an expedition required timeo
for its preparation and that I ought to be allowed to take the preparatory
steps it there was any poxmblllty of sending it out.

On the 30th of March the President sent me to New York with ver-
bal instructions to prepare for the voyage, but to make no binding
engagements,

After consultation with George W, Blunt, esq., who throughout had
been of great assistance to me Wwith his advme and active cooperation,
I met by previous arrangement Messrs, William H. Aspmwall and
Oharles II. Marshall, for the purpose of making with them preliminary
arrangements for the vo yage. My, Marshall declined to aid me upon
the ground that the attempt to relieve I'ort Sumter would kill the pro-
posed loan and bring on civil war, and that the people had made up
their minds to abandon Sumter and make the stand upon Ifort Pickens,

On the 2d of April I had not received the written authority which I
expected from the Government; therefore I returned to Washington,

Delays which belong to the secret histor y ot this period prevented a
decision until the afternoon of the 4th ot April, when the President
sent for me and said that he had decided to let the expedition go, and
that a messenger from himself would be sent to the authorities of
Oharleston before I could possmly get there, to notity them that no
troops would be thrown into Sumter if provisions were allowed peace-
fully to be sent to the garrison, 1 mentioned to the President that by
the time I should arrive e at New York I would have but nine days in
which to charter and provision the vessels and reach the destined point,
632 miles distant,

He answered that I should best fulfill my duty to my country to make
the attcmpt The Secretary of the Navy had in commission in the
Atlantic waters of the United States only the Powhatan, the Pocahontas,
-and Pawnee; all these he placed at my disposal, as well as the rev-
enue ste:’mxer IHarriet Lane, and dirvected me to give all the necessary
orders, The Powhatan, which had recently returned and gone out of
commission, was added to the force I designated, to enable me to have
her fine boats and crew for Janding the supphcs. I suggested to the
Secretary of the Navy to place Commodore Stringham in command of
the naval force, but upon consulting with that dlstmgmbhed officer he
considered it to be too late to be successful, and likely to ruin the repu-
tation of the officer who undertook it then.

1 arrived at New York on the &th of April, engaged the steamer
Baltic of Mr, Aspinwall, who used every possible exertion to get her
ready for sea, and delivered confidential orders, embracing all my
wants, to Colonel H. L. Scott, aid to the General in Chief, and Colonel
D. D. Tompkins, qum‘termaqter

Colonel Scott ridiculed the idea of Government relieving Fort Sum-
ter, and by his indifference and delay half a day of precious time was
lost. The recruits that he finally furnished to me were totally unfit to
be thrown into a fort likely to be attacked by the rebels, ,

I placed the hiring of three tugs in the hands of Russell Sturgis, who
‘labored very energetically; but he found great difficulty in obtaining
from the owners tugs to go to sea. Iinally three were promised, at
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exorbitant rates, viz, the Yankee, which I fitted to throw hot water, the
Uncle Ben, and the Freeborn, The question of supplies introduced me
to Major liaton, of the Commissary Department, who thanked God
that an attempt was to be made to relieve Major Anderson’s command,
and from the-energetic and enthusiastic cooperation of this officer the
expedition was immediately provisioned for all contingencies.

The frigate Powhatan, Captain Mercer, sailed on the 6th of April,
1861; the Pawnee, Commander Rowan, on the 9th; the Pocahontas, Cap-
tain Giillis, on the 10th; the Harriet Lane, Captain Faunce, on the 8th;
the tug Uncle Ben on the Tth; the tug Yankec on the 8th, and the Baltie,
Captain Fletcher, dropped down to Sandy Hook on the evening of the
8th and went to sea at 8 a, m. of the 9th.

The officers of the Army who accompanied the military force were
First Lieutenant 18, McK, Hudson, Second Lieutenant Robert O. Tyler,
and Tirst Lieuntenant G, W, Thomas,

Soon after leaving Sandy Hook a heavy gale of wind set in, which
continued during the whole passage. At 3 a. m, of the 12th we reached
the rendezvous off Charleston and communicated with the Harriet
Lane, the only vessel which had arrived; at 6 a. m. the Pawnee was
seen standing in, I boarded her and informed her commander of my
orders to offer to send in provisions, and asked him to stand in to the
bar with me, IHe replied that his orders required him to remain 10
miles east of the light and await the Powhatan, and that he was not
going in there to inaugurate civil war. I then stood in toward the bar,
followed by the IHarriet Lane, Captain Faunce, who cheerfully accom-
panied me, As we neared the land heavy guns were heard and the
smoke and shells from the batteries which had just opened fire upon
Sumter were distinetly visible, I immediately stood out to inform Cap-
tain Rowan, of the Pawnee, but met him coming in,  He hailed me and
asked for a pilot, declaring his intention of standing in to the harbor
and sharing the fate of his brethren of-the Army. 1 went on board
and informed him that I would answer for it that the Government did
not expect any such gallant sacrifice, having settled maturely upon the
policy indicated in the instructions to Captain Mercer and myself. No
other naval vessels arrived during this day, but the steamer Nashoille,
from New York, and & number of merchant vessels reached the bar and
awaited the result of the bombardment, giving indications to those
inside of a large naval fleet off the harbor. The weather continued
very bad, with a heavy sea.

Neither the Pawnee nor Harriet Lane had boats or men to carry in
supplies. Ifeeling sure that the Powhatan would arrive during the
night, as she had sailed from New York two days before us, I stood out
to the appointed rendezvous and made signals all night, The morning
of the 13th was thick and foggy, with a very heavy ground swell. The
Baltic, feeling 1 er way in, ran ashore on Rattlesnakoe Shoal, but soon
got off without damage. On account of the very heavy swell, she was
obliged to anchor in deep water several miles outside the Pawnee and
Harriet Lane.

Lieutenant Robert O. Tyler, an officer of very great zeal and fidelity,
though suffering from seasickness, ag were most of the recruits, ovgan-
ized a boat’s crew and exercised them, notwithstanding the heavy sea,
for the purpose of having at least one boat, in the absence of the
Powhataw’s, to reach Fort Sumter. At 8 a. m. I took this boat, and
in company with Licutenant Hudson pulled in to the Pawnce. As we
approached that vessel a great volume of black smoke issued from Fort
Sumter, through which the flash ot Major Anderson’s guns still replied



250 OPERATIONS ON THE ATLANTIC COAST.

to the rebel fire, The quarters of the fort were on fire, and most of our
military and naval officers believed the smoke to proceed from an
attempt to smoke out the garrison with fire rafts. As it was the opin-
ion of the officers that no boats with any load in them could have
reached Sumter in this heavy sea, and no tugboats had arrived, it was
proposed to capture a schooner near us loaded with ice, which was done,
and preparations at once commenced to fit her out and load her for
entering the harbor the following night. I now learned for the first
time that Captain Rowan had received a note from Captain Mercer, of
the Powhatan, dated at New York the Gth, the day he sailed, stating
that the Powhatan was detached by orders of ¢superior authority”
from the duty to which she was assigned off Charleston, and had sailed
for another destination, I left New York two days afterwards without
any intimation of this change. At 2 p.m. the Pocalontas arrived, and
at 2:30 the flag of Sumter was shot away and not again raised. A flag
of truce was sent in by Captain Gillis, and arrangements made to place
Major Anderson and his command on board the Baltic to return North,

The fort was ovacuated Sunday, the 14th of April. Monday, the
15th, the steamer Isabel took the garrison outside to the steamer Baltic,
which left that evening direct for New York, where she arrived the
forenoon of the 18th instant. My plan for supplying Ifort Sumter
required 300 sailors, a full supply of armed launches, and three tugs,

The Powhatan carried the sailors and Jaunches, and when this vessel
was about to leave, in obedience to the orders of the Secretary of the
Navy, two officers, Lieutenant D, D. Porter, U, 8. Navy, and Captain M.,
0. Meigs, U. S. Engineers, presented themselves on board with an
order from the President of the United States authorizing the former
to take any vessel whatever in commission and proceed immediately to
the Gulf of Mexico. This order did not pass through the Navy Depart-
ment and was unknown to the Secretary of the Navy, and when signed
by the President he was not conscious that his signature would deprive
me of the means to accomplish an object which he held to be of vital
importance.

In a letter from him, which is annexed, he hastened to affirm that
the attempt to provision IFort Sumter had advanced the cause of the
country.

The tug Frecborn was not permitted to leave New York, The tug
Unele Ben was driven into Wilmington by the violence of the gale and
subsequently captured by thorebels. The tug Yankee reached Charles-
ton bar a few hours after the Baltic had left with Major Anderson’s
command on board. :

The communications between New York and Washington having
been severed, I applied to Mr., Aspinwall to obtain for me a small
steamer, with arms and ammunition, to enable me to reach the Chesa-
peake Bay, where I judged that armed steamers were very essential.
This gentleman applied to Mr. John Jacob Astor,jr.,, who very gener-
ously gave him a check for $3,000, With this he procured the tug
Yankee and persuaded Commodore Breese, commandant of the New
York navy yard, to arm and fit her out; and having received from that
officer an appointment as acting lieutenant in the Navy, I left on the
26th for Hampton Roads, where I reported to Commodore Pendergrast,
of the Cumberland.

The services of the Yankee not being required at this point, I pro-
ceeded to Annapolis and offered my vessel to General Butler, who was
aboutopening communications with Washington., Thegeneral gratefully
received the steamer and sent me through to the capital to report to
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the President, and immediately afterwards I received an appointment
in the Navy Department. Annexed are copies* of orders and letters
relating to the narrative which I have submitted. :
Very respectfully, yours,
G. V., Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, v
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.)

WAsHINGTON, D. C., May 1, 1861.

My DEAR Sir: I sincerely regret that the failure of the late attempt
to provision Fort Sumter should be the source of any annoyance to
you. The practicability of your plan was not, in fact, brought to a
test. By reason of & gale, well known in advance to be possible, and
not improbable, the tugs, an essential part of the plan, never reached
the ground; while, by an accident, for which you were in no wise
responsible, and possibly I to some extent was, you were deprived of a
war vessel, with her men, which you deemed of great importance to
the enterprise.

I most cheerfully and truly declare that the failure of the undertak-
ing has not lowered you a particle, while the qualities you developed
in the effort have greatly heightened you in my estimation. For a dar-
ing and dangerous enterprise of a similar character you would to-day be
the man, of all my acquaintances, whom I would select. You and Iboth
anticipated that the cause of the country would be advanced by mak-
ing the attempt to provision Fort Sumter sven if it should fail, and it
is no small consolation now to feel that our anticipation is justified by
the resuit,

Yery truly, your friend,
A. LINCOLN.

Captain G. 'V, Fox.

Roport of Commander @illis, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Pocahontas, of the evacuation of
Fort Sumter.
U, S. 8. POCAHONTAS,
At Sea, April 16, 1861.

S1r: I have the honor to report the arrival of this vessel on the 13th
instant at the anchorage off Charleston, 8. C., designated in your order,
the receipt of which I acknowledged off the capes of Virginia,

The weather continued unpropitious. I found here the U. 8. 8. Paw
nee (she arrived on the morning of the 12th), the Harriet Lane, and
transport Baltic. 1 went immmediately on board the Pawnee, where 1
received a copy of your orders to Captain Mercer, certified by him and
Commander Foote. Had there been pilots for the channel on board, I
would have proceeded up to the assistance of Sumter, or made the
attempt to pass the long line of batteries, as the impulse was strong to
render assistance to the gallant men in Sumter; but without pilots, the
buoys and marks being removed, we would probably have grounded.

The flagstaft was shot away in Sumter about the time we anchored
the Pocahontas; the conflagration of officers’ quarters [was] observed
}‘)eforo we got in, which we then supposed was from their hot.shot

urnace.

*The enclosures nientioned are distributed in their chionological order in the pre-
ceding pages,—COMPILERS,
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The proposition of (Japt(unq Fox and Hudson was referred to me, and
it was concluded an effort should be made to send provisions and some
men to Fort Sumter after dark of the 13th the same day on board of a
small schooner, accompanied by boats with some of our crew. The fir-
ing ceased, and it was concluded to send a boat with a message by an
ofticer to connnandmn‘ ofticer of batteries in relution to bringing off
Major Anderson and hiy comm.md it the heroic, gallant band had sur-
vived the attack and conflagration in the fort. Tosave time I requested
Commander Rowan to dispatch one of the P’awnee’s boats. The answer
to the message was that a reply would be sent in the morning (14th)
and delivered at Cumming’s Point, Morris Island, opposite Fort Sumter.

I was prepared to go up in one of the ]’omlzom‘a §’s boats to receive it,
when one of the Charleston steamers, carrying a flag of truce, was se(,n
approaching our vessels, She came \vlthm _speaking distance of this
vessel, when Captain Hartstene hailed, saying he wished to communi-

cate w1th the commanding officer. I reque\ted him to come on board.
He did so,and presented to me Lieutenant Snyder, U, S, Army, of IFort
Sumter, who said he had a message from Major Anderson, and lmparted
the decision of Major Anderson to evacuate the fort, it being no longer
tenable.

I was rejoiced to learn the patriotic band had survived the many
perils they had encountered. They fought like brave men, long and
well, and even in their desperate condition no surrender was nnde, but
a highly honorable evacuation, The ‘major desired to be informed what
means of transportation we could give him, I placed at his disposal
all the vessels, consisting of the Pocahkontas, Pawnee, Hurriet Lane,
and Bualtie,

I left the Pocaliontas in charge of Lieutenant Nicholson and proceeded
to Ifort Sumter to offer them in person. TFound the fort u complete
wreck, the fire not yet all extinguished. Its shattered battlements, its
tottering walls, prebunted the appearance of an old ruin, Mentlomng
to Major Anderson the intention to throw supplies and men into the
fort: after dark, he replied that it was very providential the attempt
had not been ma(le, as it could not have been successfully executed on
account of the many guns which could have been brought to bear by
the batteries.

I remained at I'ort Sumter till the little band of patriots had saluted
their old flag wi ith a hundred [fifty] guns and marched out with their
tattered ensign to the tune of our own Yankee Doodle. They were
taken down to the anchorage by the Charleston steamer, and were made
at hl:)me on board the Baltie, Captain Fletcher, to disembark at New
York.

The several vessels were dispatehied same evening (16th instant), as
directed in your orders of the 5th, I sent by the Harriet Lane a hasty
and not detailed letter to the Department.

Jommander Rowan, of the Pawnee, received the morning previous
to the day we ¢ anchored in the Pocakontas (twenty-four to thirty hours)
the copy of your orders to Captain Mercer. He requested a copy of
them, which was given him.

1 am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
JNno. P, GrLnis,
Commander, U. 8. Navy, and Senior Officer
or U. 'S, Naval Foree off Charleston, 8. C.

Hon. GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the vay, Washington, D. O.
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Report of Commander Rowan, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, 8, Pawnee, regarding the
evaouation of Fort Sumter.
U. 8. 8. PAWNER,
Of Arsenal, Washington, April 19, 1861,

Sir: In a communication dated oft Cape Ienry, April 10, I informed
the Department that this ship was at sea in obedience to an order from
the Department dated April 5, and delivered to me April 9 at Norfolk,

On the morning of the 12th instant, at 7 o’clock, 1 was off Charles-
ton Harbor as near the position assigned me as the badness of the
weather would enable me to judge.

On approaching the harbor a small paddle-wheel steamer approached,
which proved to be the Harriet Lane. A boat was sent from her with
a communication addressed to the senior naval officer present, which I
opened and found to be a copy of dispateh from the Navy Department,
dated April 5, addressed to Captain Samuel Mercer, commanding

1. 8. 8. Powhatan.

Captain Fox, of the transport Baltic, came on board and showed his
instructions. Ile informed me that it was his intention to attempt to
reach Fort Sumter in boats laden with provisions, and asked for such
force as I could give him. I immediately gave the necessary order to
have the launch and omne of the cutters ready and armed for the pur-
pose. In the meantime the Bealtic and the Harriet Lane stood in
toward the bar; soon, however, the Baltic came out again. On her
return Captain FFox reported that the forts and batteries in Charleston
were firing on Sumter, Captain Fox repaired on board this ship, after
which I got underway and stood in and anchored on the outer edge of
the Swash Chaunel,

Ifort Moultrie, Cumming’s Point, Fort Johnson, and the sand and
floating batteries were all playing on Tort Sumter. IFort Sumter
returned the fire in the most spirited manner. Captain Fox left this
shipintending to make the attempt to land the provisions early the next
morning; made all preparations to protect him. The next morning he
grounded on Rattlesnake Shoal, which delayed the expedition till the
following night. Iarly the same morning a schooner passed close to
us, and suspecting her to belong to Charleston and passing thus near
us to see what weo were doing, I brought her to anchor after firing threo
or four shots across her bows, She proved to be the — , of Phila-
delphia, laden with ice. I at once determined to use her for the pur-
pose of transferring both men and provisions, and after counseling with
Captain Fox he coincided with me in the plan.

This arrangement had scarcely been dotermined upon before a dense
smoke issued from the weather side of Fort Sumter; for some time it was
thought to be some floating fire craft dropped down against the walls to
annoy and prevent the accuracy of Major Anderson’s fire. Intwo hours
flames appeared above the ramparts on the opposite side of the fort
from our position. At noon, or a little later, a body of flames curled
far above the ramparts. We then became satisfied that the fort was on
fire and feared that the gallant major and his little band would suffer
severely, At this time the Pocalontas came in, and her commander, at
my request, came on board this ship and joined our council. I related
to him all the cirecumstances and what preparations we had made for the
purpose of' throwing provisions into the fort, and, delivering the copies
of orders I had received, 1 placed myself under his order as senior
officer present.

At about 2 o’clock the flagstaff on Tort Sumter was shot away, and
we witnessed the sad spectacle of the fall of our flag, which we were so
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impotent to assist, In vain we looked for its reappearance over the
fort; instead of this, the firing from Sumter became more and more
weak, and at length ceased entirely. :

Lieutenant Marcy was immediately after dispatched in a boat with a
flag of truce to Cumming’s Point to ascertain whether Major Anderson
had surrendered or not, and to make proposals for bringing him and
his officers and men away in our vessels, The answer brought from
General Simons, in command at Cumming’s Point, was that Fort Sum.-
ter had surrendered and that a reply to the proposition in regard to
Major Anderson and his command would be given the next morning at
the point where Lieutenant Marcy had already held communication
with General Simons. All other communication with the authorities
of Charleston was held by Commander Gillis, the senior officer present,.

On Monday evening, the 15th instant, after assisting to transfer Major
Anderson’s command, with their luggage and stores, on board the Bal-
tic, I took my departure for Cape Henry, the Pocahontas and Harriet
Lane preceding me,

Very respectfully, etc.,
S. 0. ROWAN,
Commander, U. S. Navy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Abstraot log U. 8. 8. Pawnee, April 9-19, 1861, Commander 8. C. Rowan, commanding.

April 9, 1861.—At 6:30 p. m, anchored 7 miles from Norfolk.,

April 10.—At 5:40 a. m, steaming down for Hampton Roads. ,

April 12.—At5 a. m. Cape Romain light N, N. W, = At 7:30 anchored ;
the revenue steamer Harriet Lane communicated with us., Packef
steamer Baltic lying near land in sight. Went to quarters, loaded the
guns with shell. Captain G. V. Fox, from the transport Baltic, and
Oaptain Faunce, of the Harriet Lane, came on board; they left the
ship and their respective steamers stood in toward Charleston bar.
This ship got underway at 11:45 and steamed in toward the bar. The
Harriet Lane and Baltic came out toward us and reported that the
forts and batteries were firing on Fort Sumter; signals were made to
Captains Fox and Faunce torepair on board this ship. From meridian
to4 p.m.: Came to anchor and made preparation to get out boats. Forts
on shore still firing. At 7 p. m., heavy squall; batteries on shore firing
incessantly on Fort Sumter, to which she replied occasionally. From
Sﬂp. m. to midnight: Fort Johnson firing on Fort Sumter; Fort Sumter
silent.

April 13, ~Midnight to 4 a.m.: During the watch a desultory fire kept
up by the batteries on Fort Sumter. Four to 8 a. m.: Hoisted out launch
and placed the howitzer and the ammunition boxes in her preparatory
to sending off an expedition. At 6 a. m. a fore-and-aft schooner beat-
ing in attempted to pass ahead of us. Fired shell ahead of her; she not
heaving to, fired another shell when she went about; passed astern of
us and appeared still to endeavor to enter the harbor. Tired two
more at her when she came to anchor on our starboard beam. Sent
a boat to board her; found her to be an American schooner from Boston,
loaded with ice. A$8a.m. a dense black smoke issued from Fort Sum-
ter; batteries still keeping up an incessant fire on it. At 1:45 p, m.
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smoke and flames issuing from Fort Sumter. At 2 p, m, firing ceased
from fort and batteries, Sent a boat in charge of Lieutenant Marcy
with a flag of truce to communicate with the authorities. T'rom 4 to
6 p.m.: Hoisted in the launch, The battery at Cumming’s Point fired
two shots in the direction of the boat with the flag of truce. A large
side-wheel steamer in the offing. At close of this watch a steamer is
lying alongside Fort Sumter with the secession flag flying. . Many
boats sailing about Charleston Harbor and a flag of truce flying on
the beach off Fort Moultrie. At 7 p. m. the third cutter returned and
brought information of the surrender of Fort Sumter by Major Ander-
son. This information was given by officers at Cumming’s Point.
April 14,—From 4 to 8 a. m.: The steamboat Catawba c~me out of
Charleston Harbor bearing a flag of truce, communicatea with the
U. S. 8. Pocahontas, took a boat in tow and returned. When near the
shore, she hoisted the Palinetto flag. The steamer Nashvilleran in for the
harbor and when near hoisted the Palmetto flag, A steamerin sight on
thehorizon bearing the so-called Confederate flag. Irom8 a. m,tomerid-
ian: Appearances of greatrejoicing in Charleston Harbor. Smoke still
rising from Fort Sumter. At 1 p.m. observed the American flag flying
over FFort Sumter. At 2 a salute of fifty guns was fired and the flag
was then hauled down. At4 p.m,, the so-called Confederate flag, sim-
ilar to the one flying over Ifort Moultrie during the attack on Major
Anderson, was hoisted on FFort Sumnter amid a general fire from all the
forts and i)atteries. During the firing in honor of what is called the
Confederate flag on IFort Sumter, took the bearings of the different
batteries on Morris [sland and Sullivan’s Island, several of which had
hitherto been unnoticed.
North side Sullivan’s Island:
Battery bearing N.
Battery hearing N. W. by N.
Battery bearing N. W.
Battery bearing N, W. 4 W.
Cumming’s Point, W. 1 S.
Fort Sumter, W, 4 N. L
Extreme front of Morris Island:
Battory bearing S, W. 4 W,
Battery bearing 8, W. by W.1 W.
Battery bearing S. W. by W.4 W,
Battory hearing W.S. W. 4 W,
Battery bearing W.S. W,
At 7:30 p. m. came in collision with the Baltie, crushing the gig and
doing other damage. The Baltid’s stern was also considerably damaged.
April 15—-At 9:30 a. m. got underway and stood in toward Charles-
ton bar. At 10, large steamer carrying the American ensign at the
fore and what is now called the Confederate flag at her main gaff, and
having on board Major Anderson and his command, came out from the
harbor of Charleston and steered for the transport steamer Baltic. The
Charleston steamer proved to be the Isabel. At 12 m, commenced trans-
ferring the officers, men, and luggage from the Isabel to the Baltic,
the Pocahontas, this ship, and the Harriet Lane keeping under steam
near the Baltic. At 4 p. m. the Isabel returned to Charleston. The
stops of the flag which waved over Ifort Sumter during the attack were
broken, and as it blew out from the main truck of the Baltic it was
saluted by the United States steamers and greeted by three times three
cheers from the crews of the veasals, At 5:30 took our departure.
April 19.—At 8:45 a, m, anchored off Giesboro Point [Potomac River|.
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Report of Captain Faunce, U. 8. Revenue Marine, commanding U, 8. 8. Harriet Lane, of the
arrival of that vessel at New York from Charleston, 8. C.

U. S. 8. HARRIET LANE,
New York, April 18, 1861.
Sir: I have the honor to report the arvival of the above- named ves-
sel at this port from Charleston bar, after a boisterous passage of
seventy-five hours,
We sailed in company with U, S. steamers Pawnee and Pocahontas
and the U. S. transport Baltic.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN IFAUNCE,
Captain.,
Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Confederate reports and correspondence relative to the attempt to relieve
Fort Sumter,

('l‘olbgrmn.]

. WASIHINGTON, April 2, 1861.
The war wing presses on the Presulent he vibrates to that side. He
has conferred with several oﬁicers——mwal engineers—supposed to be in
regard to Sumter, perhaps to collecting revenues at New Orleans,
Commodore Pendergrast is not at Key West, but at Norfolk; could
not, therefore, land troops. Senator Dixon conversed fully with Ohase
on Saturday; found him much moderated and strongly inclined to
peace policy. Their form of notice to us may be that of the coward,
who gives:it when he strikes. Watch at all points, It is said th(,
Pawnee sailed from this place this evening with three companies of
artillery.
MARTIN J. CRAWFORD,
A. B, RoMAN,
[C. 8. Commissioners.)
Hon. R. Toouns,
[Secretary of State of Confederate States.)

[Telegram.)

WASHINGTON, April 3, 1861,
Much activity to-day in the War and Navy Departments. 1t is said
the Minncsote, at Boston, has been ordered to the mouth of the Mis-
sissippi.  Powhatan suddenly put in commission to sail next week.
Four companies now herej three artillery, one sappers and miners,
ordered to New York. Report says these movements have reference to
the San Domingo question. Pawnee will not be ready for sea until
Saturday. Our intermediary says they dare not deceive him, as they
know we don’t rely upon them, but upon him,
CRAWFORD.
ROMAN.
ForsyTH,
Hon. R. Toouss.
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{"T'elegram.]
WASHINGTON, April 4, 1861,

It is beheved here in high circles that the naval pl‘ep‘ll"lthllS alluded
to in our telegram of yesterday are intended against Spain, on account
of the Dominican aflair., The contemptuous allusions to the United
States by European press and people, as a Governmentin rmns, induces
the contemplated demonstration, to show the world that it is still one
of the great powers, and that the separation of the Confederate States
does not impair its importance.

In confirmation we know that a diplomatic note of rather a disagree-
able nature has been sent the bpmmsh minister from the Department
of State in reference thereto.

Notwithstanding, all this flect may now or hereafter be ordered to
our coast; hence we would say strengthen the defenses at the mouths of
the MlelSSl ppi.

CRAWFORD.
ROMAN.
Forsyru,
ITou. R. TooMns,
Montgomery.

[Telegram.]
MoNTGOMERY, April 4, 1861.
Your dispatch of to-day is received. You are mistaken. We are
ready,
R. Toomss.
“Messrs, CRAWFORD, I'orsyTH, ond ROMAN,

[Telegram.]
WASHINGTON, April 5, 1861.
The movement of troops and preparations on board of vessels of war
of which you have already been apprised are continued with the great-
est activity. An important move requiring a formidable military and
naval force is certainly on foot. The statement that this armament is
intended for San Domingo may be amere ruse,  'We are, however, most
creditably informed that Commodore Stringham, who takes charge of
the squadron, sails for San Domingo. Havmg no confidence in the
Administration, wo say be ever on your guard. Glad to hear that you
are ready. The notice promised us will come at the last moment if the
fleet be intended for our waters.
CRAWFORD.
ROMAN,
ForsyTH.
Hon. R. TooMBs,

[Telogram.)
SAVANNAH, [Aprill 5 [1861).
G. B. Lamar telegraphs thus to-day from New York:
Mobile, Pensacola, New Orleans, and Savannah, ook to youxr coast,
C. A, I, LAMAR,

Hon. R. Toonss,
Secretary of State, C. 8. A,

N W R—VOL 4——17
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[Telegram.]
WASHINGTON, April 6, 1861—10:30 p. .

No change in the activity of the warlike armaments mentioned yes-
terday. Thoerumors that they ave destined against Pickens and perhaps
Sumter are getting every day stronger. We know nothing positive on
the subject, but advise equal activity on your part to receive them if
they come, We have not yet been notified of the movement, but the
notifications may come when they are ready to start. )
CRAWFORD.
ForsyrTH.
RoMAN,

hY
R. Toomns.

['Pologram. ]

CHARLESTON, April 7, 1861,

(Received at Washington, 10:20 a. m., April 8.)
Wo have so many extraorvdinary telegrams I would be glad to know
from you if it is true that they have determined to reenforce Sumter,
and it a naval force is sent to our harbor. Be so good as to answer as

soon as convenient, for something |is] desired to govern our conduct.

. W. PIOKENS,

Messrs. CRAWFORD and FORSYTIH,
Commissioners.

['Celogram.] -

WASHINGTON, April 7, 1861,

Bvents since our last have, in our judgment, made it our duty to
require an answer to our official note of March 12. We do so to-night
with notification that our secretary will call for a reply to-morrow at 2
p. m. We believe that a hostile movement is on foot and part of it
sailed against the Confederate States, It may be Sumter and the Mis-
sissippi. 1t iy almost certain that [it] is [Ifort] Pickens and the Texan
frontier. If Seward’s reply is not satisfactory we shall consider the
gauntlet of war thrown down and close our mission. After 2 p. m.
to-morrow will telegraph you.

ORAWFORD.
RoMAN,
IFORSYTH,
Hon, R. TooMns.
Extracts from a letter from Judge John A, Campbell.
Memorandum. | SUNDAY MORNING, April 7, [1861.]

The commissioners have been under anxiety and concern for two or
three days by reports, that have some appearance of authority, of con-
versations ot the President relative to Southern affairs, by the unusnal
movements of troops, and by the sailing of the Atlantic.

I have assured them that the Government will not undertake to
supply Sumter without giving notice to Governor Pickens, and that
I should have notice whenever any measure changing tho existing
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status prejudicially to the Confederate States is contemplated as
respects Fort Pickens, 1 do not experience the same anxiety or con-
cern as they express. Bub if I have said more than I am authorized T
pray that you will advise me,
As the result of the enquiries made in the foregoing, the information
contained in the paper enclosed is given,
[JoN A, OAMPBELL.]

[Tologram.]
WASHINGTON, April 8, 1861,
Your telegram of to-day and dispatch of 2d received. This Govern-
ment politely declines in a written paper to recognize our official char-
acter or the power we represent. 'We shall rejoin and then leave the
city, unless otherwise instructed. We believe Fort Pickens and Texas
are the first points of military demonstration.
: FORSYTH.
ROMAN.
CRAWFORD.
Hon, R. ToomMBs.

{Telogram,)
CHARLESTON, April 8, 1861,
Special messenger from Lincoln, Mr, Chew, informs us Sumter [is] to
he provisioned peaceably; otherwise forcibly.
G, T. BEAUREGARD,
M. J. CRAWYORD, .
Confederate Commissioner.

{'Colegram.}
WASHINGTON, April 8 [1861).

The military and naval movements are conducted with extraordinary
secrecy.

We are assured that you will not be disturbed without notice, and
we think [Fort] Sumter is to be evacuated and [Fort] Pickens pro-
visioned.

Wo have taken steps to define relations of peace or war with this
Government within a few hours, Your patience and noble forbearance
will not be much longer put to trial.

ForRSYTIL.
ROMAN.
CRAWFORD,
Governor I, W, PIOKENS,
- Charleston. )
[‘Telogram.] :

WASHINGTON, April 10, 1861,
The Tribune of to-day declares the main objeet of the expedition to
be the relief of Sumter, and that a force will be landed which will over-
come all opposition.
ROMAN.
FORSYI'H.
CRAWFORD,
General G, T. BEAUREGARD,
Chavrleston, 8. C.
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[Tologram.}
WASHINGTON, April 10, 1861,
Our mission is closed. We are detained here by the freshet on the
roads, We hope to beable to leave to-morrow, The Tribune of to-day
declares the main object of the expedition to be the relief of Sumter.
ROMAN,
CRAWFORD.
Forsyru.
Hon. R. Toowns,

Order of Commander Hartstene, C. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Commanding Dozier, C, 8, Navy,
for the preparation of C. 8, 8. Lady Davis.

CuArLESTON, S, C., April 5, 1861,
Sir: You will prepare the steamer Lady Davis for sea immediately,
taking on board as—much fuel as possible and ten days’ provisions.
You will also take for [from] the receiving vessel three landsmen.

Orders will be given you at what hour to start.
Respectfully, ete.,
H. J. HARTSTENE,
Commander, O, S, Navy.

Licutenant Commanding W. G. DoziER, C. S. Navy.

Instruotions from Commander Hartstene, C, 8. Navy, to Lieutonant Commanding Dozier, C. 8,
Navy, coramanding C, 8. & Lady Davis, regarding proposed expedition to prevent reenforce-

ment of Fort Sumter.
STEAMER (tORDON,

Charleston, April 6, 1861,

Sir: The object of the present expedition under my command, con-
sisting of the Lady Davis, General Clinch, and Gordon, is to guard the
approaches to this harbor from the sea and prevent a reenforcement
of Fort Sumter, You will therefore most rigidly obey all orders by
signal or otherwise, using the utmost vigilance and giving immediate
notice of any vessel or boat approaching.

You will take station in Maftitt’s Channel and Keep always within
signal distance of this vessel in main ship channel. Economize your
fuel, and if necessary to replenish and not able to communicate with
me proceed to Stono and return as soon as possible,

If necessary to avoid the enemy, seek shelter under the guns of the
nearest battery or run for Stono Inlet, or Bull’s Bay, or Charleston, if
possible; if compelled to abandon your vessel, set her on fire to prevent
her falling into the hands of the enemy,

Be particularly cautious at night to guard against the approach or
attack from boats, against whom you will find it convenient and useful
to use your steam by running them down, having small-arms men ready
to repel boarders.

Enclosed is o copy of signals to be used.

Respectfully,
H. J. HARTSTENE,
Commander, C. S. Navy
Lieutenant Commanding DOZIER,
Steamer Lady Davis.

P, S8.—You will proceed to sea with mo to-morrow following my
motions in line ahead, one cable’s length ustern of the Clinch, she to be
one cable’s length astern of me,

H, J. H.
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Tvery morning at daylight get underway with me and run as far as
Bull’s Bay under short steam and cruise to and fro to observe any ves-
sels in the bay or offshore for 10 or 15 miles, being certain to return to
your station off the Moultrie House on Sullivan’s Island and anchor as
close as possible on the south side of the channel, from dark to daylight.
You will keep a boat, if' the weather is not bad, with two trusty men,
moving slowly between the Clineh in the Swash Channel and your ves-
sel.  Allow nolights (except signals) to be shown., Bealwaysready to
get underway. Examine all vessels or boats passing in, and let none
pass with an unusual number of men or anything suspicious. Allow
nothing to pass in except in daylight. If notcertainof a vessel’s char-.
acter, follow lher in past Sumter, keeping her closely observed,

Keep a correct log, duly signed; have a lookout forward and aft,
besides the officer of the watch.

H. J. H.

Anchor for to-night so as to be nearly equidistant between Sullivan’s
Island and the inner buoy marked on the chart in North Channel,
where the Clinch will be,

H. J. H.

Inter the following signals in your book:
45, boat; send on board the admiral.
63, chase the stranger, not going out of signal distance.

141, hail, come within,

227, position, take, -

257, underway, to get.

64, cruise oft, returning before dark.
35, action, join in.

246, send on board signal book.

66, captains, come to admiral. ,

If & suspicious vessel is discovered in a fog, fire one gun; if certain
she is an enemy, five two guns; if requiring assistance, fire three guns,
making them tell upon the enemy and blow the steam whistle or ring
the bell, or do both.

Al night,

One long whistle, send a boat to admiral.

Two long whistles, come within hail,

Three long whistles, chase the stranger, not going out of signal
distance, ,

If the above signals are followed by ringing of the bell, they are
intended for the Clinch, ;

Number your signals from the upper left one. The answering pen-
nant is the vertical red and white one.

TFour long whistles, cruise off the General Clineh,

IFive long whistles, cruise off' the Lady Davis.

Six long whistles, position take.

Instruotions from Commander Hsartstone, 0 8. Navy, to Lisutenant Commanding Dozier, 0. 8,
Navy, commanding 0. 8, 8, Lady Davis, regarding expedition for the placing of firo rafts off
Fort Bumter,

STEAMER GORDON,
, OfF Sumter, April 11, 1861,
Sir: You will proceed to Charleston immediately in the Lady Davis
then leave your vessel in charge of your first lieutenant, find ou
from the quartermaster’s department (Colonel Thatcher’s) all about
the necessary proparations for the rafts (two), which youw wii, after
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dark, have towed as near as you can geb to southwest side of Fort
Sumter, anchor them and send the steamer to o safe distance inshore
with a supply of wood to replenish the fires on the rafts if they should
be extinguished. You must have a good 1)1lot to anchor you in posi-
tion; have also a boat and erew., You will wait quietly on the rafts,
which must be so placed and pr epar ed as to burn freely and give the
most light on southwest side of Sumter, You will be in position as
soon as posslble after dark, all prepared, and fire up both as soon as
the batteries open on mpproac,lnng, boats or vessels,

The object of this expedition is to place your two rafts in such posi-
tion as to give the best light on southwest side of Sumter, that the
guns may see to fire upon a party disembarking from boats or vessels.
This service is very important, and much is left to your good discre-
tion. If the fires burn out before daylight, you must replenish and
fire up, retreating as before, .

Respecttully, cte.,
H. J. HARTSTENE,

Licutenant Commanding W, G. Dozigr.

Letter from Commander Hartstene, C. 8. Navy, to Brigadier-General Beauregard, ¢. 8. Army,
stating his purpose to prevent the reenforcement of Fort Sumter.

TForr Mourtris, S. O., April 13, 1861,

GENERAL: Fort Sumter has been set on ﬁre, aund as it is very nnpor
tant (with the vessels outside thre atenlng to enter) to have all experi-
ence, I have determined to remain and avoid or prevent a reenforcement,
I do not think there are more than three vessels off. Colonel Ripley
and myself will endeavor to prevent an entry here to-night, I will, as
you said, make myself useful; more so, probably, than 1 could ab any
other pomt I shall go out in a rmvbo‘ltdurmg the night, with signals
arranged, and reconnoiter the entrance and give timely notice of any
boats approaching, 1 think the fire hulk inside of Sumter had better
not bo lighted, as it will probably dim our vision,

I have just made out the vessels off. They are the I’awnoo Harriet
Lane, Nashmlle, Atlantic [ Baltic], and a merchant schooner, 'I‘hey can
notenter in their vessels.  With a good lookout (for alookout stationed
here, and a boatofl' in the channel, together with their fire hulks, which
are still floating in a line around F ort Sumter) I think you need have no
fear of an entrance here. They are all here and in fine spirvits, Ripley
is a most valuable officer-—cool, collected, and evergetic. e keeps all
in spmts and up to their work. | have all tho batteries on this island,
and give the best directions ay 1 think may be useful, particularly i 111
regard to looking out for and firing at boats or Slll[)plllﬂ‘. The guns
are all intact and in fine working order.

Respectfully,
H. J. HARTSTENE.

General BEAUREGARD,

Charleston, S. C.

Lotter from Lieutonant Hugor, . 8. Navy, commanding battories, Morris Xsland, 8. O
Brigadier- Gimeral Beaureogrd, 0, 8, Army, offering his services in driving off the Unit
States vessels, .

Sourn ENp BATTERY,
Morpyis Island, S, C., Aprzl 15, 1861.

GENERAL: Theso vessels of the enemy which are causing us some
anxiety, and, at any rate, treating us with great disrvespect, I would like
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to have the pleasure of driving oft from our port; and, if we can not
succeed in that, at least make them keep at a respectable distance, I
volunteor for the service. If you will allow me-to put the rifle cannon
on board the Lady Davis, under my command, I can go out and at long
range try the effect of the shot on them. 1 think in this way I may be
able to annoy, if not drive them off. Should this plan meet your views,
I would be glad to try and carry it into execution,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T, B. HUGER,
Lieutenant, 0. S. Navy, Commandant of Batteries.

Brigadier-General BEAUREGARD,
Commander in Chief, Charleston, S. C.

Report of Commander Haxtstene, C. S. Navy, of tho transfer of Major Anderson, U. 8. Army,
and his command from Fort Sumter to chartered steamer Baltio.

HEADQUARTERS PROVISIONAL Tforcrs, C. S, ArRMY,
Charleston, S, C., April 16, 1861, -

MAJORr: On the afternoon of the 13th instant, shortly after the sur-
render of Fort Sumter, I was placed on board the steamer Oatawba to
convey to the fort, in connection with Major Jones, Captains Miles and
Pryor (aids to Brigadier-General Beauregard), to arrange with Major
Anderson the means most acceptable to him for his evacuation the fol-
lowing day.

The major, agreeably to our offer, sent on board of us Lieutenant
Snyder to confer with the commander ot the flect oft’ the bar in regard
to transportation., I accompanied him out on the morning of the 14th
instant, and after a short conference he returned to the fort, whero it
was arranged that the steamers and all nccessary facilities for the
removal of the command should be ready at 11 o'clock, and that they
should be conveyed to the fleet, and have the option either of taking
passage in one of their vessels or of going on the one furnished by the
Confederacy. ,

At 11 o’clock all facilities were at the disposal of Major Anderson,
but the work of removal was delayed in consequence of the accidental
explosion which killed and wounded five of his command. They were
not all embarked until sundown, when it was too late to cross the bar.
This, however, was effected carly the following morning, and the com-
mand shortly afterwards was transforred to the steamer Baltic, one of
the transports of the United States.

All of which is respectfully submitted tor the information of the
brigadier-general commanding.

Respectfully, etc.,
I, J. HARTSTENR,

Major D. R. JONES,

Asst. Adjt, Gen, of Provisional Forces, C. S, Army, Charleston, 8. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to the Colonel Oommandant U, 8.
Marine Corps, regarding detachment of marines for IFort Mellenry,

Baltimore.
Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, January 8, 1861,

Sir: You will send a detachment of thirty marines, properly officered,
armed, and equipped, and rationed for fifteen days, by to-morrow morn-
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ing’s early train of cars to Fort MeHonry, Baltimore, They will garri-
son the fort until relieved by army troops, when they will return to
Washington.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. ToucEy,
Colonel JOHN HARRIS,
Commandant Marine Corps, Headquarters.

Order of the Seeretary of the Naovy to Lieutenant Hays, U, 8. Marine
Corps, commanding detail of marines.
NAVY DEPARTMENT, Januwry 12, 1861,
On arrival of army troops at Fort Mc¢Henry return with marines
under your command to headquarters, in obedience to orders of Jan.
uary 8, 1861.
- I. Touory,
Secretary of the Navy.
Lieuntenant A., J. HAYS
Commanding I)otaolmu,n( Marines, 'ort McIlenry, Baltimore,

Report of Lieutenant Murray, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Poca-
hontas, of the arrival of that vessel at Hampton Roads, Va., from
Mexico,

U. S, STEAM SLOOP POCAIIONTAS,
Hampton Roads, Va., March 1,,, 1861,

Sir: In obedience to the enclosed ordoersof Flag-Officer Pendergrast I
have the honor to report the arrival of this ship at Hampton Roads, Va.

We sailed from Sacrificios, near Vera Oruz, on the afternoon of the

22d ultimo, and after & passage in which we encountered heavy weather,
«md not one hour’s fair wind, we arrived at Havana on the evening of
the 2d instant with but 4 tons of coal on board.

We sailed from the latter place on the Hth, Part of the 8th and the
whole of the 9th and 10th this vessel was under the influence of a
revolving storm or c¢yclone, in which she suffered considerably by
strnimng, the sea for fitteen hours being of a pyramidal form and com-
ing from all directions with great violence, If my appreheusions of the
magnitude of this gale are correct, we may expect to hear of many
marine disasters,

We suffered the severity of the tempest in about latitude 310 N,
longitude 79° W, The body of the cyclone appeared to me to bear
about 8. 8. W. and to move in a southerly and westerly direction, its
vortex passing over the Bahamas,

We left the steam frigate Powhatan at Havana, to sail on the 8th for
New Y